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OF CONSCIENCE. 


Mong the many praQicall errours V hich are gatten 
abroad into the world, a very large proportion there 
is of thoſe which have either ſuckt their poiſon from, 
or diſguiſed it under that ſpecious venetable name ot 
Cconſuence. That which the Phuloſophers could call 
their Guardian Angell , and juſtifie the phrafe by 
youching none but Angelicall d.tates from it ; That 


il Fj which ſome good-natured Atheiſts did fo revere that j45yov Gras 
they defin:d the onely deity in the, world and in pro. gy,,z{ fy, 
portion phanſicd nothing tur God-like of it, isnow by fomeChriſtians (like $,;y. 

the trus God among'the Heathens) worſhipt in ſo many corporcous thapes, T arian. 
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that there is at length ſcarce any thing fo vile (Phanhe, humour, paſhon, 
prepoſſ-Jion, the meaneſt worldly intereſt of the ambitious or coveraus de- 
tigner,like the Calves, the Cars, the Crododiles, the Onions, the Lecks of 
Egypt) bur hath the favgur or luck to be miſtaken tor Conſczence,and receive 
all the reſpeR, that I ſav, not adoration,that belongs co ir. 

'Twill be then bur an aR of juſtice and mercy,juſtice to truth, and mercy 
tothe abuſed world, and withall a ſpeciall preparative to a prudent refor- 
mation, to reſcue ſo divine a man from ſuch heatheniſh uſage, to reſtore ir 
ro its naturall primitive ſimplicity, and caſt our all the falſe ſormes which ir 
hath been forced to appeare under. To which purpdſe all that I ſhall de-- 
fgne will be reduced to theſe rwo enquiries : 

1, What is the proper notion of conſcience. 
2. Whar is required to entitle a man to a good conſcience. 

For the former of theſe, what is che proper notion of conſcience, 1 ſhall 
labour to finde out not among the Scholaſticall definitions or divifions of it 
among humane Writers, but onely by — the force and uſe of the 
word in the Scripture, particularly rhe New Teſtament, And he that ſhall 
meet it there 32 times, and bur rake a view of it at every meeting, will ſure 
come to ſome degree of acquaintance with ir, and find upon judgement r:a- 
fon to reſolve, what for his caſe I ſhail now lay before him, 

That the word ovyeidyorx, Conſcience, is no more then Science or know- 

e, (and therefore being but once uſed by the Gre:k Tranſlators of 
te Old Teſtament, Ecgleſ, 10.20. it is there ſet to exprefſe a word which 
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Of Conſcience. 


is otherwiſe by them commonly rendrcd oyygog and 6Hyywns) onely with 
a peculiar relation added to it, as that knowledge, is in order to a#ion. Thus 
Tit.1.15. when ys; and oupeidyers, mind and conſcience arc diſtinguiſhed, 
ris obvieus to any to difcerne the ground of rhar 'diſtinCtion, that former be. 
ing properly the denotation of the faculty mcezly ſpeculative, or intelleQu. 
all ; rhis lacter, ofthe praRicall judgement, or that whether a&t or faculty 
of the underſtanding ſoule, which extendeth to praQice ; the Apoſtle þy 
that phraſe, [the mind and conſcience are defiled ] meaning diftin&ly this, 
thatthis errour in mens judgements, (Which is the defil:ng of their mind 
carryes Un-Chriftian practice along with ir, (which is the defiling of the 
prafricall faculty) this Judaicall miſtake in th ir underſtanding is attended 
with Judaizing actions in their lives , the former apportioned to the *'Srinly 
uo, the falſe Fadaicall dotirines, which relate to ; 85 the mind, the ſecond 
to the &/Tv\au as pore? Smgpipopte ©; Þ daNMHay, te commands of men per. 
verting the truth, v.14.which relate to the gypsiſyms the Conſerince, * 

For the clearing of which (that it is ſuch a praRicall knowledge in the 
acception of the Scripuure) if there necd any light, you may have it from the 
ſurvey of every place ſcverally, and in ſpeciall from this one, 1 Pet, 2, 19, 
This 1s thank=wortby,if $a ovutidVoy ©tz, for Conſcience of God & man ſuffiy 


griefe, &c. 4. e. if for this obedientiall prafticall knowledge of God (this _ 


knowledge of truth attended with a 7eſo/ution not to difubey God, thcugh it 
coſt a man never ſo deare) he ſuffer g iefe, Ec. * 

This being premiſed, there is bur one thing more to be added ts this mat. 
rer, and it is this: That we take notice of the ſeverall wayes of alpeR that 
Con(cience hath upon prafiice ; One forward in the dire&t line , :nather 
backward, or by way of refle&ion; which are ordinarily expreſt by the dou- 
ble office of Conſcience, 1. as a cuſtos or monitor , adviling and inftrufting 
and kceping us vo our duty ;' 2. as a witneſſe reſtitying to cur ſelves and to 
Gnd what we have done ; which is in plainer termes no more but this, That 
there are two ſorts of Conſciexce ; 1. Conſcience of duty to be performed, or 
full perſwaſion that ſuch a thing ought to bz done, or nor 19 be done by me, 
a being reſolycd of the neceflity or unlawtulnefle of any thing, and 2.conſci- | 
ence of having performed,or nor performed it, a knowing or judging my lelf | 
to have done well or ill. And under theſe wwo notions,all the ſcverz1ls in the 
New Teſtament, (and the one ſole place of the apocryphall bookes of the 
Old) will be contained, If you pleaſe, you may ſee how. 

To the former kind belongs that famous plac&Rom.1 3.5.Tou muſt be ſub- 
jet (ro the Supreame powers,” v.1.ynot onely for wrath, z. e. fear: or darger 
of puniſhment, the effe& of wrath (the Magiſtrate being Gods Miniſter, an 
avenger for wrath, or puniſhment to him that doth evill, v. 4.) bur alſo Ne 
ouy#idymy, far or becauſe of Conſcience, 1, e. becauſe it is the command of 
God, and conſequently taat which all interioursTevery ſoule) may, if they 
be not wilfully blind, know to be their duty, [to be thus ſubſett. | 

So I Cor. 8. 7, For ſome with conſcience of the 1ol, i.e. being reſolved in 
mind, that ir is not lawfull to cate or taſte of any wie or Toy, part or por» 
tion of the 1Idol-feaſt (whether 3 USuaiico, at the idoll table, or bs 
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he ir at thej Shambles,as itfſcemes, was the faſhion for thoſe 74wsy t5 be 
ſvld there ar ſecond hand c. 10. 25.) accounting it unlawfull ty eate any 
meat conſecrated to thar uſe, doe yer eate that which is of this nature, and 
by ſe doing, their weake 2. e. uninftructed conſcience is polluted, i, e, they 
finne againſt cheir coniTience, doe that which they are perſwaded they may 
not doe, which alchough ir be never ſo innccent a harmleſte thing in it ſelte 
Can ido{l being ſimply nothing) yer to them which doe it, when- they think 
it unlawfull (and alt have not knowledge, faith he in the beginning of 
the verſe, 7.e. are not ſufficicatly inſtrufted in their duty) it is pollu- 
tion or linne, according to the fore-mentioned place Tit. 1, 15. To the 
pure all things are pure [all things) 4. e. all things of chat nature of which 
he there ſpeaks, though in themſelves indifferent , [are pure] i. ce. may 
lawfully be uſed [by the pure] 2. e. by them which are rightly inſtructed, bur 
to the polluted and unbeleevers (4. e.to them that are miſled by Jcwith fa- 
bles, or by the degmatizing of falſe teachers, and brought to belceve things 
to” be prohibired by God, which are not prohibited) to them that are 
guilty of this kind ot 7::dazſme, and (as it is interpretative) unbeliefe there 
4 nothing pure, but their mind and conſcience are polluted, both their under- 
ſtanding 15 in an errour,taking fallity foreruth,and their prafticall reſolution 
is finfull alſo, nay obliged co fin, which way Hever they turn themſelves, 
wherher they abſtaine tuperſlitiouſly, when they are not bound by God to 
abſtaine, (which is the ſinne of thoſe that are ſ#bjeft to ordinances, Col. 2. 
20, of which 1 have ſpoken art large in another place} or whether they ab- 
ſtaine not, when they are perſwaded that they ought to abſtaine, which 15 
ſin againſt conſcience, 

From whence by the way you may obſerve the miferable lot of thoſe 
which have not 44@my knowledge in the beginning of that verſe , which are 
miſlcd to think any thing unlawtull which 1s Jawtull, and continue in thar 
errour without ſeeking of light, which ate thus impure (tor to ſuch uydzy 
xeSup2y nothing 1s pure) they are, as long as they remaine fo, obliged to 
fiane, which way loever they take to, abſtaine or nor abſtaine. For though 
in things indifterent and uncommanded, fimp'y to abſtainz were no ſinne, 

et then to abſtaine 7d amd ſtwxryy as from a thing abominable or un- 

wfull, is both by Scrip.ure and the ancient Councels, in caſe ot marriage 
and meats, every where condemned as finfull : and yer on the other fide to 
eate Without, or againſt Faith, 3, e, being dou!.cfull whether ir be Lawfull or 
no,or being perſwaded ut iSunlawfall is fn, (ſaith the Apoſtle) and there is 
=um nece:;fity to ſuch of ſeeking , (and in others great charity of helping 

em to) y!&07/ inftruftion, or righr information in this caſe, which is the 
onely cure for this unfortunate malady. 

So againe ver, 10. owutied ors des; the conſcience of bimThat is weaks, 
or (which is the fame) v. 7. and v.12. the weake conſcience} lignifies 
the falſe perſwaſion of him that is in an errour, an err/omeom Conference , 
weakneſſe noting {ic kneſſe in the Scripture ſtile 7obn 5.14.1 Cor 11.30. and 
errour being the diſeaſe or ſckneſſe of the ſoule, and that with a little im. 
provement growing deſtrutive and mortitcrous ; as in caſe he that hath 
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that erroneous ſick conicience, doc at lomewhar againſt conſcieace, and {6 
adde finme unto error, tor then amine) 6 & Sway v.11, that fick man dycs, 
periſbes of that diſeaſe. Soch.10,25,27,28,29, the word Con/cience is fill 
in the ſame ſenſe, tur conſcience or conſideration of duty,and fo 1 Pet.2.19, 
forementioned, 

So likewiſe 1 Pet.z.21. where Baptiſme is called &20.55%; ourerdVoras Smt 
PPTrkue £15 Bxoy the anſwer of a good conſcience to God, ni: good conſcrence 
fignihes conſcience rightly inſtruRed in its duty, as 1a baprizing thoſe of 
full age it is ſuppoſed to be 3 which Coy/cience 13 then to ar/wer and can 
ſent to all Gods propoſals in baptiſme (or the miniſtcrs in Gods ſtead) ſuch 
as [wilt thou forſake the Devill,&c.] and lo the words will be interprcted in 
a {cnſc proportionable to that of denying ungod/y luſts Tit.2.1 2 which there 
the appearing of Chriſt 1s ſaid to Feach us, For as lu/t propoſes ungodly que- 
ſions to us, which we arc bound to deny ; {0 God in baptilme is ſuppoſed 
to propoſe good queſtions to us which we are bound to grant, and fipulare 
the performance of them, and that is the emmoTica the anſwer of a 907d 
conſcience to God or to his queſtions propoſed in bap:uum-y, after the manner 
of ancient pa&s among the Romins made by way ot queſtion and anſwer as 
part of the 1itus ſolennts or formalities of them 

Bur then for the ſecond acceprion of the word, as it notes conſcience of 
what we have performed, or paſting judgement on my ſclte for what I have 
done, (and that ether for any one individuall a&, or for the maine of our 
lives, our tate ; and that againe either 1 acquz/ting or 2 condemaine or 3 
confid:redin a third nction common to both hate, pailing ſentence in gene 
rall) fo ſhall you find it in many other places, and indeed in all the reſt 
which we have nor hitherto named. 

Fot the firſt of theſe three ſpecies as it arquitteth, you have ir AE. 23.1, 
1 have lived, (or behaved my iclte in all my converſation tewards men 
Tmirwvues in 211 my polirique, or publique relations) with or in all goed 
conſcience, in ſuch a manner, as I cannot excule my l{clte of any thing done 
contrary to my Chriſtian proteihon, or dignity of my Apoſtolico!l calling, 
Sd 1 Co7.9. 12, the Teſtimen) of our Conſcrence is expreſt by what followes, 
that in fimplicity &c, we had our converſation tn the world. So guod con- 
ſcience is taken x 7im.1.5, and 19. and 3.9. ani 2 ' im. 1.3, Heb. 13.18. 
I Pct.3.16. but above all you have a ſpeci:1l place belonging to this firſt 
branchof the ſecond in A.24.16. [A mperomy guy idymv] we render it a 
Conſcience void ef offence, the meaning 1s, a confidence and affurance that 
he hath don- nothing ſutje& ſo much as to the cenſure of having ſcandal- 
ze others ; fot Saint Par! being there accuſed by the Zewes v. 5.6. for 3 
crimes, ſedition,herefie, and profaning of the Temple, he anſwers to the firlt 
Y.I2. to the ſecond y.14. to the third v 16.18. and his being purified in the 
Temple after the Jewiſh manner he makes an evidence of his innocence in 
thar particular, a proofe of his not having ſcandalized any Jew, which to 
have done would have been a fault in him, whoſe office it was to become 4&2 
things to all men, that be might gaine or (ave all, and not to diſcourage or 
eter any who might be gaingd by cemplyance 3 and the doing fois irwhich 
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is called being <4 ggzoxow © uric x Cor.10.32. giving none offence to the 
Fews, the very word inthe place of the Acts, 

In the ſecond place, rhe accuſing or condemning conſcience is often men- 
tioned alſo ; John 8. 9. Convifted by their conſcience, or reproved ſore 
for one finne, ſome for another. So by intimauzon Heb, 9.9. where tis ſaid 
of the Legall ſacrifices that they could not make perfect es pertaining to 
Conſcience, where the word [Ty\e@om] rendred 9 make peifeft, ignifics in 
the ſacred idiom [to conſecrate,) to make a prieſt, whole office being geg- 
ovy [ite Ty) 246 £0 draw neare to God, proportionably mxaeadon x7! ovreiſvory 
wo perte® or conſecrate as pertaining to conſcrence ſignitics wo give acceile 
with boldnefle ro God, by raking off that guilt which formerly lay upon 
their confcience, the ſame that v.14. is called, /o purge the conſcience from 
dead works, to wath off that guilr of fin paſt, which hinders their approach 
to God, obſtcuRts all entrance to rheir prayers (for we know that God bea-- 
reth not ſinners, Joh. 9. 31. and 1ſ.t.15.) whercupon tis obſervable, that 
Heb.13.18. when ke beſpeaks their prayers for him, he adds this reaſon to 
encourage them to doe ſo. For we truſt we have a good conſcience that good 
conſciehce being nece{lary there to have other mens prayers heard tor them, 
as here to give themſelves acceſſe roGod in prayer.SoHeb. 10.2.Confcimce,or 
conſcienciouſnes of ſins,and v.22.Ev1l conſcience,and ſo #iſd,17.xt.there is 
mention ut Wickedneſſe condemned by ber own witaes and preſt by conſcience, 

And of the laſt fort,in the latimude common to both, are Rom. 2.15. Rom. 
9.I. 2 C0r.4,2. apd 5.11.and 1 Tim 4.2. allcleare enough withour the help 
of our paraphraſe to adde light to th:m. 

Having thus marſhalled all theſe places of Scripture into ranks, and gi- 


« yen ſome hints of generall infight imo them, ir now remaines that we return 


a while to the ncerer ſurvey of the two generall heads , and firſt of the for- 
mer acception of the word, as it imports a monitor, or direQor of life, by 
which our ations muſt be regulated, and from the miſtaking of which the 
chiefe inconvenience doth ariſe. 
, To-which end, it will be abſolutely neceflary to ſertle and reſolve but 
one queſtion , what is that rule or yax@y of Conſcience , from whence it 
muſt receive its regularion. For he that draweth a line of direRion for a- 
nother, muſt have a rule to draw it by, and that a ſtraight exa& one, 
or elſe the direRions wi!l not be authentique, and they which walke 
av; 5; exadtly or conſcientioufly, muſt y7! yyp3ra crryfiy Wath by rule, Phil, 
.16.and 79 wT2 ceoveiv bawe their eye or theught alway upon that one thing, 
ir rale of direRtion, or elſe be they never ſuch g.39-z74; in the beginning 
of that verſe, ſuch forwar/dproficients, their end may be perdition v.19. This 


- when once we have done, the d{ficulty will ſoone vaniſh. 


And to this purpoſe 1 Ghall cake that for granted ' which in theſ# I never 
heard any doubt of, (choug: many of our ales look otherwiſe in bypoth:f) 
that /aw is this onely rule ; gy and rout, rule and law being words of 
e ſame importance, and nothing fit or proper to regulate our a&ions, 
but that which the law-giver, to whom obedience muſt be payed , hath 
thought fivto rule them by, To which purpoſe it is ordinarily i 
that 
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that &/74=, Sin, or abcrration from. thar rule by which we ought ro walke \ © 
(for 1o that word naturally Ggnifics) is by Saint Fobx. _=_ 3.4.defined |. 
waa which we render & trangreſſion of the law. In whic place of Sainz 
Fehn, though the truth is, (,S7i# and «pTicy mattty denoting more then 
the bare commiſlion of finne in that Author generally, viz. the wilfull per- 
perration of it, and an I in , and. habit of ſo doing) the word 
ayoulz and aoyins meisty mL proportionably allo hgnifie not cn:ly crank. * 
gretling, bur wilfull habituall contemning the Law,bcing an ex/ex, or with« 
out law (as the Idolatrous Atheiſt is ſaid to be without God in the world) 
?, 0, without any ACCcUNt Or reſpe&t of ir, (and {6 mus) 715 al uit 7ob. 31.3. 
notes the greateſt degree of finfulncfle, we render it workers of iniquity, 
an ſo very frequently in the Septuapinr we finde &Y0'a,, Where we render ; 
the Hebrew by miſch:efe) yer {till the obſervation ſtands good, that law is 
the rale, in ab:rration from which all finne confiſts, and ſo 72 is ajnuls ; 
in Loch ſenſes, the leaſt degree of finne a deviation from the law, and a 'Þ} 
malicious contentious finaing a malitious contempruous deviation , or tranſ- 
reſin, and lo Saint Paul ath alſo reſolved it , that where there is ns 
_ there is no tranſpreſiion, no -myalms Rom g.rts.no going awry, when 
there is no rule propoſcd to go? by. 

This being ſo cleare in i sſclfe,and yer through the miſtakes, yea and {ms 
pictiesof the world b come 1o necellaryto be thus farther cleared; Tworhings 
there are which will hence inzvitably follow , the firſt Negative, the ſecond 
Poſitive ; The firſt or the Negarive, that Whatſoever undertakes to direR, 
or guide our ations, to rell us our duty, that this we muſt, that we may 
not doc, and hath not ſome law, (in force,and ſtill obligatory to US) £0 All= 
thoriz2 thoſe dire&ions by, is not Conſcence,whatſocver it is, ; 

Firſt, Humour irmay be, to chink our ſelves bound to doe whatſoever we 
have a ſtrong inclinatiqn to do2, it being a matter of ſome diffi.ulty to di- 
ſtinguiſh berween my naturall and my ſpirituall inclinations, the motion of 
my ſenſitive appetite , and my diviner principle, my lower, and my upper 
ſoule, and the form:r c-mmoaly crying louder,2nd moving more lively, and / 
impati:ntly, and earn: ſtly then the o.her. 

Secondly, Phanſic it may be , which is a kind of irrationall animall Con- 
ſcience,hath the ſame relation to ſenſitive repreſentations (thoſe lawes "in 
the members) which Conſcience hath to intelleuall (thoſe lawes of the 
mind) and then,as Ariftotle ſaith, that in thoſe creatures which have mot ( 

reaſon, phanſie ſupplyes the place of reaſon ; ſo they which have nor, or will ' 
not have conſcience to dire&t them , phanſfie moſt commonly gers into its , 
place. Or | 

Thirdly, Paſſion it may be ; Our feares will adviſe us one thing, our ani-" | 
moſities another, our zzale a third,and though that be perhaps zeal of God, | } 
yet that zeale is a paſſion till, one of thoſe which Ar:ftotle hath defined in ; 
his Rhetoricks, being not va] emyywny, according to knowledge or conſti» | .? 
ence, Rom.10.2, for the Hebrew word, as I told you, is rendred by rhoſe two | 
words promiſcuouſly, &:7,va; and ovi eiſyng, knowledge and conſcience.Or | 

Fourthly, diabolicall ſuggeſtion or infulion it may be, an —— "Y 
nar 
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* { that black ſpirir; as ir is, (or of ſome thing as bad in effeR) infallibly when. 
| / ſoever Rebellion, Sedition, M urther ,Rapine, Hatred, Envy,Vncharitableneſſe, 


ſ 


Lying, Swearing, Sacriledge, &c. come to us under the diſguiſe of Religion 
and Conſcience ; and therefore the Spirits muſt be ſearcht whether they 
be of God, or of the Devill ; and no ſurer way to doe it , then by theſe 
and th: like Symptoumes , theſe fruits and produRtions of that infernall Spi- 

* xit , Which ſo perfe&ly repreſent an1 owne their parent , that none bur 
b'ind or mad men or dxmoniacks can belceeve them in earneſt ro come from 
God. Or 

Fiftly , Falſe doQrine it maybe , and that againe ſer off either by the 
authority of the teacher, or by the dignity of ſome eminent followers and 
praQicers of it, and th:n th2 Apoſtle calls it [having mens perſons in admi- 
ration] or by the earlineſlz of its repreſentation, being imbibed and raken in 
firſt, lwallowed and _ before the truth was offered ro us and then iris 
prejudice or prepoliefſion , and this again alwayes ailiſted by the furce of 
that old axiom, [ Intus exiſtens &c.] and by that which is naturall to all ha- 
bits, to be hardly moveable , and yer further improved ſometimes by pride 
and obſtinacy , alwayes by ſelfe-love , which makes ns think our own opi- 
nions (3, e. which we are already poſleſt of) the trueſt; which in thiscaſ: is in 
effe& to think our luck the beſt luck , and the ſame which was obſerved in 
one worſt ſort of Heathens , who, whatſoever they ſaw firſt in the morning, 
worſhipt thar all the day after ; a chcoling of perſwaſions as country men 
chooſe Valentines , that which they chance to meer with firſt after their 
coming abroad, 

Beſides theſe , many other things it may be, and ſo, 1. Ir is oddes e- 
nough that it will not be conſcience , which pretends tv be ſo, and 2. It is 
oy not conſcience , unlefſe ir produce ſome law for its rule to dire& 
us by. And this was the Negative or firſt thing. 

The ſecond or the Pofirive thing which - IN from th: premiſes , is 

/ this; thas Conſcience of duty in any particular ation is to be ruled by that 
\ law which is proper to that aQtion ; as for example: The Chriſtian /aw is the 
} rule of Conſcience for Chriſtian ations ; the law of reaſon, or morall law, 
\ for morall ; the law national! » Municipall , or locall , for civill ; the xa- 
' turall , law of all creatures , for narurall aRions ; and the law of ſcandall, 
(a branch of the Chriſtian law) for matters of ſcandall ; and the law of li- 
berty , for indiſterenc free ations. And as it is very irregular , and unrea- 
ſonableto meaſure any aftign by a rule that belongs not to it , rotry the 
exatneſle of the circle by the ſquare , which would be done by the compaſic, 
and in like manner to Judge the Chriſtiannefle of an aRion , by the law of 
naturall reaſon , which can onely be judged by its conformity with the law of 
Chriſt , ſuperiour to that of nature; So will there be no juſt pretence of 
conſcience againftanything , bur where ſome one or more of theſe lawes arc 
producible againſt it; bur on the other fide , even in the loweſt fort of aRi- 
ons ," if they be regulated by the law proper to them, and nothing done con 
trary to any ſuperiour law ,even by this God ſhall be glorified, x Cor, 10. 31. 
a king of glory rcſulting to God from that readineſle of ſubmiſſion and 
B ſubordina- 
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ſubordination of every thing to its proper rule, and law, to which the great 
Creator hathſubje&ed ir, and of all Iawes to that ſupreme tranſcendent ane, 
the law of Chriſt. And though ſome rouches there are in the Scripture of 
each of theſe lawes, ſome fibre or ſtrings of them d:ſcernibly there, ſo farre, 
that there is nothing almoſt under any of rhe heads forememitioned, bur b 
the Scripture ſome generall account may be given of it, and againe, tho 4 
that of Scripture be the ſupreame law of all, and nothing authorizeable by 
any inferiour law,which is contradicted or prohibited by thar, yet is nor that 
of Scripture ſuch a particular Code or PandeQ of all lawes, as that every 
thing which is commanded by any other law, fhould be found command:d 
there, or be bound to prove irs ſelte juſtifiable from thence, any further then 
that it is not there ciibiced.oe thereby juſtly concluded to beunlawful. 
From whence by the way, I conceive direftion may behad, and reſolution 
of thar difficult practical! probleme, what a man may doe in caſe he be le. 
gally commanded by his lawtull ſupetiour to doc what he may lawfully doe, 
which yer he is perſwaded he may not doeor doubterh whether he may or no, 
For in this caſe if ke be not able te produge ſome plains prohibition from 
ſome ſuperiour law, as from that of Scripture, he cannct be truly ſaid to 
be perſwaded in conſcience, (which implyes knowledge) of the unlawfulneſ> 
of that thing , nor conſequeatly hath he any plea tor diſobedience to thar 
lawfull command of his Superiours. All that may be ſaid, is, that he may 
frem ſome obſcure place miſunderſtood have cauſe or occafion ro doube 
whether hz may doe it orno, andthen, although coubring ſimply raken(3.e, 
here nocommand interpoſcs,) may keep me from downg what I doubr, yer 
i: ought nor to be of that weight, as to keep me trom my lawfull Superours 
lawfull command, becauſe that very command is a ſufficient ground to ſu- 


_ perlede my doubting ,when I have no plains prohibi.ion of Scripture to the 


contrary, (which in this caſe I am ſuppoſed nor to have, for if I had, Then, 
firſt, it were not a lawtull command, and {ccondly , I ſhould not doubt bur 
be aflured) it being my duty, and part of my Chriftian mcelkneſle, in doubr- 
full matters to take my reſolution from thoſe whom God hath placed ovbr 
rac, and ir being the finne of dogmatizing to aſhrme any thing for me or 0- 
thers to doc, which ſome law of God, &c. ſtill in force, doth rot prohibir ; 
which fin being added to that other ofdiſobedience ro my lawful! Superiours, 
wall ſire never be able to make that commence virtue, which was before fo 
far from any pretentions to that title. 

Having proceeded thus far in the ſearch of the ground of Conſcience , 
'twere now time to reducethis operationtopraRice, and ſhew you, firſt Whar 
direQtions Conſcience is able to alford from every of thoſe lawes for the ru- 
ling of all ations of that kind ; and ſecondly, Whar an harmony and con- 
{piration there s berwixt all theſe lawes, one mutually ayding and affiſting 

oth:r, and nor violating or deftroying, Bur this were the largeſt under- 

taking that could be pitcht en in the whole circle of learning, «fr0dim's 

Pandefte rerum ab omni 400 judicaturum, and all the Schoolmens and Ca- 

fuiſts volumes, de /egibus, de jure Sjuftitia, and onthe Decalogue,would be 

pur imperfeQ parrs of this ; I ſhall give you but one taſte or dit of ir, by 
W 
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which the Reader will bz perſwaded to ſpare me, or rather hiraſelfe thay 


trouble. 

The prime of theſe, the Chriſtian law, is the rule of all aRions that 
come within that ſpheare, ſ:rs downe the nature of all Chriſtian duties of 
piety, and love of our brethren in generall, ag more particularly of Faith, 
Hope, Charity, Repentance; Annu Ang up the crofſe &c. of bumi- 
lity, meckneſſe ,merciſulneſſe, peaceebleneſſe, obedtence rg ſuperiours, patience 
couentedneſſe, and th: like ; and the relation'of a Chriſtian being a rand 
tranſcendent relation, there is no ation imaginable, but may either in re- 
ſpe& of the matter, or motive,or principle, or c:rcumftances, offend againſt 
one of theſe, (and rhen,,malum ex quolibet defeBlu, the leaſt of theſe def: Rs 
blemiſheth it) and ſo conſcience direRed by that rule or law, will direQt mc 
either to doe it, or not to doe it in that manuer, and then tis not any com- 
plyance with, or agreeablenctic co any or all other lawes, which will mak: 
this ation Chriſtian, which hath any ſuch notable deteR or blemiſh in ir ; 
No: to purſue this any farther, having thus named ir, and ſhewed you the 
vaſtnefle of the ſea it leads to, it will fuffice to our preſent deſigns to tell 
you, that from what is ſaid theſe 3 corollaries, to umit many others, will be 
deJucible. 

1, That it is not poſſible for Conſcience (be it never fo ſtrongly perſiva- 
ded) to make any aftion lawfull, which is nor regulated by thoſe rules, or 
lawes which arc properto it, and reconcileable with the grand rule,the Chri- 
ſtian law. Conſcience can never transforme hoon. into prety, ſacri- 
ledge into juſtice or holineſſe, rebellion into obedience, fadtion into burmility , 
perjury, or taking ofunlawtul oathes into religzon, rapize into contentedneſſe, 
uthumanity into mercifulneſſe adultery, fornication, diverces, (ſave in caſe of 
adultery) or any »ncleanneſſe into purity, labouring to ſhake a Kingdeme, (to 
remove thecrofle from my owne ſhoulders to another mans) into taking up 
of the Croſſe ; but contrariwiſe, if it be eruly and univocally Conſcience of 
duty, it will tel mz that every one of theſe foule titles belongs to every ſuch 
© aRtion (the Scripture being fo cleare in theſe particulars, that there is ns 
place or excuſ2: fur ignorance or miſtake) and by ſetting before me the tey- 
rors of the Lord, perſwade me not to venture on any one ſuch aRion upon 
any termes ; or if I have ventured, it will ſmire and wound me for ic, and 
drive me totimely repentance ; or if it doe nat, tis cither a cauterized inſen- 
fate conſcience, a reprobate mind,or elſe ſome of theſe Images, which ever 
now I mentioned, miſtaken for Conſcience ; or if it be a fall perſwaſion of 
miade, that what I thus amabour, I am obliged to doe, (if that be a poſlible 
thing in ſuch marters and under ſo much light) cis then in che calmeſt ftyle 
an erronzous Cenſcience, which is ſo far from excuſing me (unlefle in caſe 
of ignorance truly invincible, which here is not imaginable) that it brings 
upon rhe the moſtunparalleld infelicity in the world, an ob{igatton to finne 
which way ſoever I turne my ſelfe, onone fide appearing and lying at my 
doore the guilr of commirting that finne which 1 have ſo miſtak:n, and on 
the other the guilt of omigring that (though ſinne) which my Conſcience 
Tepreſented to me as dury ; and ny bur repentance and reformation 
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of judgement firſt , and then of praQice , will be able to retrive the one or 
the other. 7M : | 
The ſecond corollary will bethis, Thar it is the moſt unreaſorable inſolence 
in the world, for them that can ſwallow ſuch Camell-fns as theſe withour any 
regrets , nay with full approbation, and direQion (perhaps) of conſcience 
it tharmay be called Conſcience which 1s ſo divided from , and contrary to 
OG yet to ſcruple and interpoſe doubts moſt tremblingly , and moſt 
confcicntiouſly in martersof indifferency ; not ſo much as pretenced to be a- 
gainſt the word of God, (and ſo within the law of chriſtian Jberty , that they 
may bedone if he will) and yet over and above their naturall indifterency 
command:d by that authority , in ſubje&ion ro which the chriſtian vertue of 
obedience conſiſts; and all this cither firſt upon no ground of conſcience ar 
all , bur only thar it is contrary to their Phanſy , their H wmonr , their P;e- 
poſſeſſions z, or Secondly becauſe itis a reſtrain, upon their chriſtian liberty, 
which yet Chriſt never forbid to be reſtrained quoad exercitium , as farre as 
belongs to theexerciſe of it, but hath permitted tometime the care of not of. 
fending the weak brother , 4. e. Chariry, and ſometime Obedience , to law- 
full ſuperiours , to reſtreine it, (for if in things indifferent they may not 
reſtreine, there can no obedience be payed to them;) or Thirdly tecauſe they 
are offenſive (though not to them , yer) to others , who are perſwaded they 
are unlawfull, Whereas 1 that perſwaſion of thoſe others is erroncous , and 
not fufficient to juſtifie diſobedience in themſ_ Ives, much leflz in other men, 
in caſe of lawfull humane command, And 2 that their cerſuring of ſuch in. 
difterent ations , z. e. being angiy without a cauſe, may bee greater 
marter of ſcandall, and ſ more offenſive to o.hers, and more probatle to 
work upon them to bring them by that example tobe ſo argry alſo , then the 
doing that indifferent ation, miſtaken by others, and condemned for unlaw- 
full , would be to bring th.m to tranſcribe that reprobated ſamplar, i. e. to 
doe what they-thus condemne; ail men being farre more apt ms inclinable 
to break out into paſſions, then into 'afts againſt conſcience , and ſo more 
likely to be ſcandalized or oftend:d, or inſnared , by follcwing rhe former, 
then the latter cxample, to finne ( for company or after another man ) by 
cenſuring whom he cenſures, which is being angry wichout a cauſe ; then by 
doing what they are adviſed and reſolved they ought not to do, which is 6n- 
ning againſt conſcience, Or fourthly , becauſe or are agiinft their conſct- 
ence ro doe, whilſt yet they produce no law of God or man againſt them, 
and ſo incttc& confefle there is noching in them againſt conſcience; unlefle, 
as before was nnted, they wiltully zquivocate inthe word Conſcience ; which 
will and $kill cf theirs, as it will not make any thing , unlawfull , which 
before was incifterent , ſo will it not conclude ought , ſave only this , that 
they which arc fo artificious to-impoſe on others, and forme ſcruples 
where there were none, would nct be thought the likelieſt men to ſwal- 
low grofle ſinncs under the diſguiſe of vertues , or if they doe fo , will 
_ leaſt right to that onely Antidote of invincible ignorance to d'gelſ 
them. 


Q +32» The third corollary will be this , that ſcrupulouſnefl: of conſcience in 
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ſome lighter lefle important marters (if it may be ſuppeſed excuſable , :s a 
weaknelſe of an uninſtruted mind , joyned with tha» good ſymptome of 
rendernefſe of quick ſenſe , yer) can ncver hope to be accep:ed by God by 
way of commuration or explativn for greflcr linnes , fothat he thar falls 
foulcly in any confell:d finne, ſhould tare the bercer <t the great day of 2c- 
count , or be in lelle danger of being caſt out of Gods favour for the pre= 
ſent , becauſe he is over- icrupulous in other things : For ſure this were a 
ſtrange way of ſupercrogation to pay one arreate to God by running into 


ancther with him, to diſcharge a debt by owing more, And yet this is an er-- 


rour which may ſecm worth the paines of preventing , ir being ſo notoriouſ- 
ly ſeen, that ſome men , which proteſl: ro have care of their wayes , and 
muſt in charity be belecyed to have fo , goe on confidently in greivous fins, 


which they cannor but know will damne without repentance, (the ſentence ot 


not inheriting the Kingdome of God, Ga/. 5. beirg fo diſtin , and punQu- 
all, and abſolute, and ind ſpenſable againſt them) and yer have no Anti- 
dote to relye on forthe averting that danger , but oncly this of their exa&- 
nefle and tcrupulouſnefle in thivgs indifferent ; which if they ſhall ſay they 
doe not confide in, they are then —_—— cor ſcience, and charity to their 
brethren (who may tollow them ro this precipice) cicher to g:ve over ho- 
ping, or toſcrtv purifying , Without which there is no true ground of Fope. 
This hint puts me in mind chat there is another part of my defign fill be- 
hind, belonging to the ſecond notion of conſcience, to examine 

Whar it 15 that is requircd to entitle a man to a good conſcience ; which 
will br'efly be ſtared by premifing what before was mentioned, that the good 
conſcience belongs either to partzcalar ſingle performances, or to the whole 
fate of Life and ations. To the thirſt there is nv more required , bur thar 
that particular ation be both tor matter and circumſtance regulated by the 
rule, or tules which are properto it, and have nothing contrary to any ſupe- 
riour tranſcendent rule, As that my meale be with ſobriety and Amr 
giving , my almes with chearfulneſſe, likerality , diſcretion , done in grati- 
tude and obedience to God , and merciſulneſſe to my brother , without re- 
Hexion on my wa garne or praiſe in tais world, But for the Good Conſcience, 
which belongs to the whole ftate of life and ations, which is called a good 
Conſcience in all things, Heb, 13. 18. ora good Conſcience conſiſting in ha- 
ving @ good conver ſation in all things,(for fv the punQatien in the Greek 


Q. 33s 


will dire rather to render it, [we bave a good conſcience, willing to live yay o= 
well, (or have an honeſt converſation) in all things] there the difficulty w 11 yet ſyory $- 
be greater, And yet two Texts there are which tend much to the clearing NY 0:tey oy 
and diſinvolving of that one, 1 Pet. 3. 16. Where $343 ouyeidyuons , Good mm va) s; 
Conſcience in rhe beginning of the verſe,is explained in thecloſe by 4349s &x 39.9" 735 
Ki-Bdv25popy, ag00d converſation in Chriſt, or a good cluiſtian converſati- dygoglpe- 
on , orſuch as now through Chriſt, by the purport ofthe ſecond covenant 2, 


may and ſhall be accepred tor good. Where the word [converſation] denoting * 


firſt the ations and behaviour both toward God and man , and ſecond- 
ly , the whole courſe and frame 5f rhoſ= ations, ( wherein ir ſeems a 
good conſcience conſiſts , 1» cannot berier be explained then cither by the 
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Apoſtles, & yp1þ5; aeumemiiy, an accurate exatt walking, Epb.t.15, or the 
phraſe ro Titas, c.2.1 2, living ſoberly and righteouſly and godly n this pre. 
ſent world; the firſt reſpeRing our Cury to our {clves, Or actions z 45 private 
men ; the ſecond, ourduty ts our brethren, 1n our more publique Capacities; 
the third, our dury to God as creatures,men,and Chriſtians ; or Saint Lukes 
charaQter of Zachery and Elizabeth, Luk. i .6. altng in all the Commande. 
ments and Ordinances of the Lord blameleſſe ; Walking Blameleſſe, In all ; 
Aniverſal ſincere obedience, (not entire cr perfe& without ever ngung hor) 
Wh 


. Confidered with the rules of 63xtineug, 7 moaeratinn s f _ law, (which is 
now. part of the ydyG Tiger us, the Goſ/el-!aw, by which a Chriſtian is to be 


rryed, as equity is a part of the 917: cipall law of this land 5 Such is mer 
for frailties and infirmities, and grofler lapſes recovered*and retrafted by re 
p-ntance ) now under the Goſpel, ſo as to be acceptable to God in Chrift; 
which was intimated (as in the &y YelrW, ins Ch it, I Pet.3. {o) in the former 
parc of that verſe, and their character dinguv erwmey Ty $18, 112hteos before 
God : Which phraſ: [Before God J] hath a double intimation worth obſer- 
ving in this place,firſt ot the perſeverance or perpetuity of thar righ:eouſ. 
nefle (as oppoſ;d to the temporary of the hypocrite) for the phraſe eywmy 
e 7% [before him) refers to the ſhew bread ot old, Exod.25.30. which was tg 
be ſet before God alway ; and therefore is ſometime called Q!JD on5 the 
bread of faces, or 155 bread before his ſace, lierally Cyamy, before bi, 
and ſometimes 1931p ony perpetuall bread, and ſecondly, of the ac- 
ceptation or reception in the fight of God, for tnar againe was the end of 
ſetting the bread alwayes before God, that God Jooking on it might acc-pr 
them ; and ſo righteonſneſſe before God, is ſuch righteouſneſle as God will 
pleaſe in the Goſpel co accept of, as when 2/it:ng the ſatherleſſe,&c, Zac. 
1.27, iscalled; religion pure and undefiled before God the Father ; it noteth 
ſuch adegree of unblemifhe purity, nor as exc'licd all finne, bur as God in 
Chriſt would (or hath promiſed to) accepr of. And the ſame phraſe there- 
fore is in another place of the ſame Chapter, L»k. 1. 75. rendred by our 
Church in the Goſpel for Midſummer day by tliſe words , ſuch as may be 
acceptable for him. | 
Which being all raken into the deſcripticn of a good conſcience, that it is 
ſuth a continued good converſation as God ngw under the Goſpel promiſeth to 
accept of ; the onely difficulry behind will be, what that is which God pro- 
miſerh to accept of ; To which end, it will be very inſtrumentall to rake in 
that other place which I promiſed,and that is that forem:ntioned, Heb, 13, 
18, where the Good" Con/cience is evidenced (or the ground of confidence 
that he hath a good conſcience, demonſtrated) by this [& awor ygads Swur- 
T6 &1acp4749%) willing, or reſolving, or endeavouring to {ve honefily, or 
t9 have honeſt converſation in all things. From whence the opely thing 
which 1 deſire to colleR is this, That the ſiacere reſolution or endeavour to 
live honeſtly in all things (which I remember,ene of our ancienteſt Church- 
wrizers Saint Cy/i/l of Jeruſalem calls, S$2yua Sixarags;tv, and oppoſes it 
tO F299, Works) is the Scripture nomination of a good Conſcience , or the 
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plas mappnoiag Snowweys, that great treaſure of confidence to all which have 
it 3 that ground of mature perſwaſion for any, that he hath, or ſhall by God 
be allowed, and acknowledged to have a goot conſcience, 

And if it be farther demanded what is neceflarily required, (and how 
much will be ſufficient) to d:nominate a man Such, whar is the minimum 
quod ſic of thus ſincere refolution, or endeavour, although that, I confefl:, 
will be hard if not impoſlible, ro define in ſuch a manne7, as ſhall come 
home to every particular,(the proportions of more or leflc knowledge or 
frength, the inequality ot the talents of zYuminating and «ſiftizg grace full 
interpoling and making a variation) yer will it not be*maner of much d'f- 
fculry ro give ſome generall advertiſements, and gggaiya;, which will be 
ackno» lecged as ſoone as mentioned, ard being pur together, and by cach 
man ſingle applyed to his pariiculat cafe, by way of felt examinarion,will be 
able to tell him in ſome mealure, whether he hath a good conſcience or no, 
And the firſt of rice will be, Thar 

As and habits of finne inthe former (heathen or unregenerate) part of 
the life, of what nature (and ciothed with what aggravyations) ſoever,itthey 


are noi retracted and renounced by repemarce fas that ſignifies not onely 


a ſorrow, bur a thorow chazge) are reconcileable with a goad conſcience, The 

truch of which is clecare, firit, b-cauſe the Goſpel allowes place for repen- 
$zuce, and promiſes reft to the heavy laden, fo he come unto Chriſt and mercy 
to him that confeſſeth and ſorſaketh. Secondly, becaule the fincerity of re- 
ſolution and endeavour now, (which is all that is required to a prelent good 
conſcience) is reconcileable with paſt ſins,even of the largeſt ſize, Thirdly, 
becauſe Saint Pau! himſelfe, which wasonce a Saul, can yet ſay confidently, 
that behath « good conſcience. And to.irthly, becauſe (which I ſhal a linle 
enlarge on) the finne againſt the ho!y Ghoſt, which alone is by the Goſpel 
mad: unc2patle of remitlion, is, as I coriccive, noaR, no nor courſe of any 
ſpeciall ſfinne,but a Nate of Enal impenitencs, a continued petſeyering re- 
hiftance of all thoſe ſaving mechods which are"conſequent tethe deſcent,and 
are part* of the office of the holy Ghoſt, 

To which purpoſe I ſhall give you one hint which may perſivade the 
preferring of this _ before the cuntrary,; and it is by obſerving the 
occafion of Chriſts Rong thoſe words concerning the irremiſliblenefſe 
of ſpeaking, agai ft the holy Ghoſt, Thoſe words are delivered by Chritt 
both in Saint Matthew and Saint Mark upon occafion of that ſre:ch of the 
Jewes, that Chriſt caf# out Devils, by the Prince of Devils which was clear- 
ly a blaſpheming or ſpeaking contumeliouſly againſt Chriſt himſelfe, or the 
ſonne of men, and there is no paſlage in the Text which can conclude thar 
that ſpeech of theirs was by Chriſt called the blaſþhemy againſt the bely 
Ghoſt but rather the contrary that it was a blaſphemy onely againſt the ſonne 
of man ; for tis apparent that Chriſt Mat. $2. 15, for the ſpace of fix verſes 
lets himſelfe to convince them oft the falſity of thar ſpeech (which probably 
he would not have done, if they, to whom he ſpake had been in an irreco» 
rerable irreverſible eftate of blaſphemy. For that he ſhould rake ſuch paines 
vacly to leave them unexcuſable, x, there was ro great need,in this caſe they 
were 
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were {o already, 2. it is a miſtake ro think that Chriſt doth ſo ar any tifne 
they arc bowels of mercy and nor defignes of miſchieving , or accumulating 
their finne, and judgements, which incline him te call and knock , and 1a- 
bour te convince ſinners) and having done thar, doth both invite them to re. 
pentance by ſhewing them the poſlibility of pardon yer, and give them ag 
admonition ableto ſhake them out of all impenitence , by telling them the 
danger which atrended, if the only laſt mathod of working on has which 
was yet bchind, did not preſper with or work upon them, This is che impor 
rance of that 31 and 32 verſc concerning the ſpeaking a word, 3, e. ſtanding 
out againſt the ſonne of man on one tide, and the Holy Ghoſt on the 6. 
ther ; the ſumme of which is this, there ſhall be by the coming of the Holy 
Ghoſt a poſlibiliry of pardon and meanes of reformation for thoſe that re- 
fiſt and hold out and even crucific Chriſt (as by the coming of Chriſt, there 
was for thoſe that ſhould beleive on him, chough they had tormerly lived diſ- 


obedient unto God the Father, refiſted thoſe methods of mercy uſed onthem* 


under the old Teftament) for them tbat ſpeak a word, 3. e. by an Hebraiſme 
doe an ation (of atttonr, of injury, of contumely) againſt Chriſt , yea that 
reliſt and beleive not on him, but conceive and aſfirme him to caſt out Di- 
vels by the power of Beelzgbub, (which was as contumelious a thing as could 


be faid of him) but when Chriſt thall be raken from the earth, and the Holy - 


Ghoſt ſhall be ſen: down to convince? the world of that great finne of cruci- 
lying Chriſt, and to ſcrrle in the Church of God ſuch an orderly uſe of all 
Golpell-meancs that may tend co the bringing ſinners to #2 (the uſe 
both of the word and [acrament and cenſires and all cther things neceſlary to 
that great end of working on the moſt contumacious) that it this preyaile 
not, there is little hope left of ever working on ſuch perverſeneſle , then it 
is to be reſolyed, thar thoſe that thus ſtand our againſt all thoſe ſaving me- 
thods of Gods liſt ceconomy , ſhall be left uncapable of any good, of any 
whether meanes of yet-farther- working on them, cr of pardon either inthe 
Church or in heaven , there being no more perſons in the Godhead now 
behind {unlefle we will change the chriſtians Trinity into Pyth-goraſles gy 
Tecmrys) nor conſequently meanes in the providence of God , for the redu- 
cing of, or obtaining mercy for ſuch, By cis it will appeare thar this blaſ- 
ph-my againſt the Holy Ghoſt is not any one a no nor habit of fin (parti- 
cularly not that ſpeaking againſt Chriſt there, which you will alſo gueſle by 
Saint Luke, who mentions nor that ſpeech of theirs concerning his cafting.our 
Divels by the Prince of Divels,and yet ſers day this fpeech of Chriſt, of the 
irremiibility of this blaſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt, Luke x2.'10. which 


argues that this hath no neare relation ro that) but a finall holding out a- ' 


gainſt , and reſiſting the whole office of the Holy Ghoſt, and all thoſe gra- 
cious methods conſequent to it. | 

To which I ſhall unly adde in reference to my preſent purpoſe (that 
there may be no place of doubting even to him which will not receive my 
interpretation of this place) that cven by thoſe which conceive it to be ſome 


ſpeciall kind of finne, yet the unpardonableneſſe of ir is acknowledged to + 


ariſe from thence, har it is impeſhible for any ſuch to repent , yer not for 
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*any that repents to-find pardon and mercy, which is ſufficient for the con- 
frmation ot my preſent propulition, 

'Tis etue indeed , that he thar is ſold a flave of finne , the unrcgenerate 
carnall man, is, whilſt he is ſo, in a moſt hop:lefle, comfortleff: eſtate, and 
if he have any nawurall conſcience left ham, it muſt needs be a kind of teind 
and fury with him, No peace to ſuch wicked, ſaith my God, and it is as true 
that the recovery of ſuch a man out of the grave of rottennefle, that Lazar- 
ſtare in finne, is a miracle of the firſt magnitude, a work of greateſt difficul. 
ry (Chriſt groanes acthe raiſing of him that was 4 dayes dead and putrified in 
the grave) and coſts the finner much dearer to be raiſed our of it. Saul is 
ftrucke down inhis march towards Damaſcus, blind and trembling before his 
converſion; bur yer till when this converhon 1s wrought, he may have a good 
Co: ſcience what ever his foregoing fins were. 

And although the Apoſtles Cenſure Heb.6, 6. and 10, 26. light yet hea- 
vier upon thole who after the knowledge of the truth and guſt of the life to 
come, and participation of the holy ſpirit relapſe ro their firmer ſinnes, it be= 


ing there affirmed thar there is no poſſibility to renew them,or(as the Greeks ay2yguri- 
rcad it) for them to renew or recover to repentance, and conſequently the ſa- <7 


crifice for ſinne [i 27 dara] no longer belonging to or remaining for 
them,yct doth not chis hinder the truth of the preſent propoſition; for 1 thoſe 
places to the Hebrews belong nor to the fins of the unregenerare lite, which 
only now we ſpeak of, but of the relapſe after the knowledge of the ruth, 
2. cven in thoſe places ſpeaking of thoſe linnes , the doErine is nor , thac 
thete ſhall be any difficulty of obtaining pardon for them upon repentance, 
(for the Subje& of the Apoftles Propofirions is the xpgmodyrss and cHuap- 
raroyTys men conſidered exclufiyely ro repentance , as abiding in finne un- 
reformed impenitent, and to ſuch we designe not toy allow mercy) bur thar 
this is ſo great a grieving and quenching of the ſpitit of God, that it becom- 
eth very diſficulc, and in ordinary courſe :1»poſſib/e for them that are guilty 
of it to repent, Aly as 1xginiCer *1s ue Taporay 424in t0 (cover torepentance: 
It being juſt and ordinary with God upon ſuch sinnzs of thoſe to whom he 


| hath given grace, ro withdraw that grace againe, OY to his methud 


and ceconomy cf providence expreſt in the parable of che talents, [ from him 
that bath not made uſe ofthe grace or talent given, ſhall be taken away ever 
that which be bath) and ſd. 1. 5. the boly Spirit of diſcipline will not abide 
where unrighteouſneſſe cometh in; and ſo being thus deprived of that grace 
it is conſequently impoſlile that thoſe ſhould a'paxgoifew , in a neurrall 
ſenſe renew and /7ecove/,or in an ative reciprocall renew or recover them. 
ſelves to repentance, though yet for God to give a new ſtock of grace itis not 
impoilible, bur only a thing which he hath not by revealed promiſe obl'ged 
himſelfe to dn; andtherefore wherher he will doeitor no, ismeerlyin his own 
hand and diſpositive power , and that which no man hath ground to hope 
and title rs challenge from him.All which notwithſtanding our preſent pro= 
position ſtands firm, that where there is repentance, or true thorow change, 
thoſe former rerafted afts or habits are reconcilcable with good Conlci- 
ence, 
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The fecond this, that Sinnes of weakneſſe of all kinds , whether firſt , of 
ignorance, or ſecondly, of naturall infirmity, the one for want of light , the 
other for want of grace, or thirdly , of ſuddaine ſurreption , ſuch as both b 
the law of [ Si quis precipitt caloze] inthe Code of Tuſtinien, and by the mu- 
nicipal laws:of moſt nations,are gaatter of extenuarion to ſome crimes, todif- 
charge them from capitall puniſhment, art leaſt to make them capable of par- 
don, or fourthly, of dayly continuall incurſion, cither for want of ſpace to 
deliberate atall, or becauſe it is morally impoilible ro be upon the guard to 
be deliberate always, (opere in longo fas eſt obrepere ſomnum) or kiftly, which 
through levity of the matter paſles ty undiſcerned, and the like, are irrecon- 
cileable with a good conſcience, becauſe againe, be a man never fo ſincerely 
reſolute and induſtrious in endeavour to abſtaine from all ſinne , yer as long 
as hecarries fleſh about him, (which is ſuch a Rogen of weakneſle, thator- 
dinarilyin the New Teſtament, the word fleſÞ, is ſer to fignitie weakneſe) 
ſuch weaknefles he will be ſubje& to, ſuch frailties will be ſure to drop from 
him. This, I remember , Parifenſis illuſtrates handſomely , fiſt , by the 
ſimilicude of anarmed man provided with ſtrength and prowefle, and wreſt- | 
ling with another in {ubrico, on a flippery ground, who though neither weas 
pons nor ſtrength nor courage fail: him, yet may he very probably fall , the 
flipperinefle of the footing will betray him to that ; or ſecondly by an horſe. 
man mounted on an unmanaged or render-mouth'd horſe, who cannet with 
all his skill and caution ſecure himſelf: from ail miſadvenrures, the beaſt 
may upon a check come over with him, af ys. the bit into the mouth 
ruane into the cremies quarters ; or thirdly, by a City thc is provided 
for a ſiege with workes, and men, and viQuals, and ammunition, and yet by 
a treacherous party within may be betrayed into the enemies hands ; there 
is a principle ,of weaknefle within like thac Nlippery pavement, that render- 
mouthed beaſt, that inſidious party, which will make us ſtill lyable ro ſuch 
miſcarriages, 'and nothing in this contr-ry either to courage or diligence, 
to reſolution, or endeavour. And for ſuch as theſe frailtics, ignorances, in- 
firmities, &c. Sothey be 1aboured againſt, and the meanes of preventing or 
overcomming them fincerely uſed (which if ir be done, you fliall find them 
dayly wain in you, and if they doe ncr ſo in ſome meaſure, you have reafon 
to ſuſpeR, and to double your diligence) there is ſure mercy in Chrift to 
be had, obtaineable, by dayly confeſlion and ſorrow, and prayer for forgive» 
nelle of treſpaſles) without any compleat conqueſt archieved over them in 
this life. It being Saint Pauls affirmation, very -exattly and critically ſer 
downe, Rom.5.6, that Chrift 2ymoy 1, d Sway fp dorfoy od ature, We 
_—\ weaeke, dyed for the ungodly, to note the univerſal benefit of his death 
for \uch weak ones and ſuch finnes as theſe ro which meer weakneſſe berrayes 
them. The very do&rine which from thar text at the beginning ot our refor- 
marion our Reyetend Biſhop Martyr did aflert in his excellent Preface to his 
explication of the pred Leen 


d +AI. To which purpoſe I ſhall onely adde one proofe more, taken from the 


79 AoKey Or rationall importance of Saint Paxls exhortation Rom. 15. I. 
we that are firong, ſaith he, wuſt beare the weakneſſes, «Swinam, of = 
whic 
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which are not flrong, £Suvamuy, and not pleaſe our ſelves, tor v.z. Cbrift did 
yot ſo, but &c, which reaſon ſure muſt come home coborh parrs,the affirma« 
tive as well as the negative (cr clſe the Logick will not be goed) and fo the 
affirmative be that Chriſt bare the infirmities of the weake;and (> again v.7, 
[agree mh yardd! applycd to the ſame matter be took 1s uy when we were 
tous fallen. 1 might adde more, burl hope rather that I have ſaid roo much 
in ſo plaine a point, and abundancly cvinced the irreconcilcablenefle of ſuch 
frailties with a good conſcience. W 

A third thing is, that The !uſting of the fleſh againſt the ſpirit is reconcile- 
able with a good conſcience, ſo it be in him that welketh zn the ſpirit, obeys 
the deſires and diRartes of that,and f#u!filleth not the luſts of the fleſb, Gal. 5, 
16, 17. There is no ſpiritually good thing that a man ever doth in his life, 
but che fleſh hath ſome mucinyings, luſtings, and objeRions againſt ir, there 
being ſuck a contrariety berwixt the commands of Chriſt and the deſires of 
the fleſh, that no man, which hath thoſe rwo within him , doth the things 
that he would. (For ſo tis, jv@ wh mainre that you doe not not that you cannor 
F doe) [The things that be would? (1. e. the things, which cirher he reſolves 

to doe, or takes delight in) thoſe he doth not, 3, e.cither purely withour ſome 
mixture, or {till without ſome oppoſition of the contrary, or (as againe the 
place may be rendred) this _ of rheſc two one againſt another ten- 
deth to this, that we may nor doe ,or to hinder us from doing every thing that 
we would, as indeed we ſhould doe, were there not that _— within our 
owne breſts. Thisis the meaning; of thar 17 verſe, which notwithſtanding it 
followes verſe 18. that if we be led by the ſpirit, if that be viRorious over 
the contrary pretender (as it may, rhough tother luſt againſt it) if the pro» 
duRion Le not works of th? feſb, edultery ,&c.v.19. bur the fruit of the ſpirit 
love,peace,&c.v.22. againſt ſuch there is no law, no, condemnation, no accuſa- 
tion, of conſcience here, or hereafter. 

For it muſt be obſcryed, thar there is great difference betwixt this lufting 
of the fleſÞ againſt the ſpirit in them rhat are /ed by the ſpirit,Gal.5. and the 
warring of the law in the membei's againſt the law in the mind, which bring- 
eth into captivity to the law of ſin, ;. e. to itſelfe,Rom.7. For thoſe in whom 
thar Larter 1s to be found, are there ſaid to be carnal, ſold under finne (as 1 
ſlave was wont ſb baſta to be fold) and ſo & rv ozzpxdg t5 be led by the 
fleſh and fulfill che luſts of the fleſh,which is of all chings moſt unreconcile- 
able with that mans ſtate,againſt whom there is no condemnation in Chriſt , 
Rom.8.1. and ſo with a goed Conſcience. 

- And if the reſiſtance of the minde,or the law morall, of the Firit, or the 
law Chriſtian, be ſufficient te excuſe that ation or habicuall courſe which is 
committed and lived in,in oppoſition to both of theſe, or while both of theſe 
Check and contradi&t then ſure are fins againſt conſcience become (if not the 
moſt excuſable ſinnes, yer) the more excuſable for this,that they are againſt 
conſcience ; that woulding or contending of the mind,or the law of the mind 
being no other but the Ne of the: inſtructed conſcience, (in them which 
know the law, Rom. 7. 1, which he that obeyes nor, bur followes the law or 
. Command of fin agaigt ir,hath no: ſure a good conſcience,in our ſecond ſence 
C 3 as 
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as that {ignifies a Conſcience of well-doing or _ noching agaiaſt rule of 
Conſcience, for taar this man in te/8in45-15 ſuppoſed to doe, F 

Having now proceeded thas farre in the aſhrmative parc in ſhewing what 
sinnes are reconcileable with a good Conſcience, I ſhould now procced to 
the negative part and thew what are not reconcileable therewith. Bur be- 
fore I advance to that , there is one clafſis er head of sinnes , about which 
there is ſome queſtion and difficulty of reſolving,to v hich of the cxtreames 
it ſhould be reduced, 4. e. whether ir be reconcilcable , or unreconcilcable 
with a good Conſcience, And thar is the single Commillion of ſome aR of 
knowne sinne, which hath not the Apology of weakne fle to excule it , and 
yet is not indulged or persiſted,or continued in, (for of thoſe that are ſo,you 
ſhall hear anon in the 8 Proposition) bur withour delay retrafted by humili. 
ation and reformation; For the ſtating and fatisfying of which it will be ne- 
cefliry firſt, to 6bſerve that . 

Any ſuch a& of wilfull sinne Firſt , hath in ir felfe a being , and fo is 
corhble of a notion abſtraſted from the retration of it. Yea ſecondly , is a 
work of ſome time, and though ir be never {o ſuddenly retracted by repen- 
rance , yer ſome ſpace there is before that retraRation 3 and if we ſpeak of 
that time or ſpace , there is no doubt , but that aCt , firſt , is comrary to 
good conſcience, andcontrattsaguilr, 5nd conſequent to thar, the diſpleaſure 
of God and obligation to puniſhment , which nothing but repentance can 
do away ;' yea and ſecondly, is a naturall means of weakning rhat habit of 
g20d, of ſauciating and wounding the ſoule, and for that time putting it in 
a bloody direfull condition, and thonld God betore repentance ftrike, for 
ought we know there would be no remiilion, and f-, feartull would be the 
end of chat foulc. 

But then ſecondly, it before God thus visir in juſtice, repentance inter- 
poſe, (as in this preſent caſe we ſuppoſe ir doth) it this plank be caught hold 
on inſtantly upon the ſhipwrack, it he that hath commutred this at of cate 
nality, &e. lyc not down (after the manner of the Grecian horſ:s in Saine 
Ambroſes expreſiion, qu cum ceciderint, quandam tenent quictis & patien- 
tie diſciplinam, are taught, when they fallin the rac? not to triveor endea- 
wvour to get up again, lyc ſtill on the ground with great ſtilneſſe and patience) 
walk not after the flcſh,Ro.8.1. Then preſently is he ſer righr again in Gods 
favour, upon (performance of the {olemnities, as it were , payment of the 
ces of the Court) humiliation, contrition, confeſſion , and lowly ſupplica- 
tions to Gol for pardon in Chriſt, and fo then vo.him thus repaired there is 
29 condemnation; befide the forementioned cfte&s thar atrended that sinne at 
the time there isno future arrear behind in the other world. 

As for the other cfte& of finne in this life, the waſting of the Conſcieuce 
or provoking of God ro withdraw his grace; though any ſuch a& of wilfull 
Sinne may juſtly be thought to do that alſo in ſome degree, firſt, ro ſtop God 
from going on in his current of liberality,and ſecondly, ro caſt us back from 
that plenitude and abundance , which before in the riches of Gods bounty 
in Chriſt was afforded , and ſo much weaken our ſtock by ay. , leave 


us much more infirme then wee were before the Commiſſion ; yet yoo 
fin 


Of Conſcience. 


find nor any threat in __ that God will , Upon this provocation ot 
one single a not perviſted in, preſently withdraw all grace , bur we bave 
reaſon to hope what the Artic'e of our Church ſuppoſes , thar 1n this caſe he 
leaves ſufficient graceto enable that child of his, that thus ſalls, by that his 

ace to 7eturn again. 

And if that ſad preſage, Heb, 6. 6. ſeem to any to withſtandthis, the an- d ; 
ſwer will be prompt and eaſy, by obſerving that the word Rane, there 49+ , 
[the fallers away] Signifies more then ſome one single a Gt sinne preſent» 
ly retra&ted againe, even a generall Apoſtacic in their praRtice, (if not in 
their faith) a rewrn to their tormer unregenerate $innes, (as the phraſe $4- 
marie; Tlavra', they being ent angled are overcome] notes 2 Pet. 2, 20, 

a placz perſe&tly paralc}! rothis, and) as in this ow the ancients have ge- 
nerally interpreted. And then though ſuch indulgence in sinne, ſuch retur- 
png tothe vomit or mire againe in that other place, doe provoke God to 
withdraw his grace necef{ary to enable them 'to repent , yea and caft them 
back into a worſe eſtate then they were in, not onely before ſuch finning, 
but even before their converſion, 2 Pet.z. 20. Yer that God will fo punith 
with torall deſertion any one aQ or commillion preſently retraed againe, 
it is not affirmed here nor any where elſe, that I have obſerved , but rather 
on the contrary, thar he will vifir them with chaſtiſements which are a grace 
and a meanes to recall them, withour any utter forſaking or taking of his lo- 
ving kindneſſe from them, Vſal $9, 33.35. 

hat this matter may be throughly cleared, I ſhall ſuppoſe this objeRion $. 50, 
made againſt what hath kichero been ſaid of it, that it may ſeem by this de- 
Brine, Fchat the regencrate man may bee under Gods dif pleaſure] that hee 
that remaines ſanRified may be unjuſtified, for ſo he will be, it all his finnes 
be not forgiven him, which they are nor, if this at of fiune nor yer repented 
of, be not forgiven. In anſwer tothis, I ſhall reinforce my affirmation, th:t 
of neceſſity it muſt be graaced, if we b-lieve the Scripture, that any fuch a& 
of ſinne unrerrafted by repentance , doth certainly ſtand upon the ſinners 
ſcore unremitred ; for that Ged (as ſome affirm?) doth art the firſt a of 
my being juſtified , forgive all my francs nor only paſt , preſent , but alſo 
future too 3 cannot be {aid, but upon a ſuppoſition thar that man will ne- i! 
ver commir any ſuch finne againſt which he Goſpell threatens periſhing, I 
3, e. any deliberate preſumpruous finne, (which ſuppoſition if it were true, | 
would inferre an impoſlibility of the regenerate mans thus finning, not an 4 
aſlurance of his pardon withgut (or abſtracted from the consideration of} ; 
his repentance, which is the only point , in hand) for if he doe, then upon « 
confeiſionand forſaking there is promiſ: of mercy , and nor otherwiſe ; and 
in briefe, without repentance there is no remiſſion : and therefore ir is ob- 
ſcryeable, thai they which thus - affirm , find themſelves enforced to fly ro 
Gods omnipotence and immensity, to whom all things are preſent ; by help 
of which they can conceive and rcſolye that at the time of that sinnes being 
upon him unrepented of , God yer ſccing his furure repentance as preſent, 
may ſcale his pardon, and then may by the ſame reaſon co fo alſo befere 
the commiſſion ; the weakneſle of which arguing , Iſhall no farther de= 
C3; ; monſtrate 


Of Conſcience. 


d.51. 


Y. 52. 


$453 


monſtrate then by this r-joynder, that by the ſame reaſon it might be {aj 
thar a man is juſtified before he is borne, which yer the objeRors doe _ 
firme, bur that at the time of his firſt converfion, be it at ſuch a Sermon or 
the like, he was juſtificd, and then all his fins paſt, preſent, andro come for. 
given him, which is as contrary tothe notion of all things being preſent with 
God, as to ſay that this af of commiſſion is nor forgiven till i be repenteg 
of, for ſure the time before that mans birth,and the ume after it, are as trul 
preſentto God before all ercrnity,as the time of this commillion and that re- 
pentance, 

The onely way for us to underſtand our ſelves or any thing that belo 
to Gods aRions concerning us, is that which the Scripture ſuppoſes and com ( 
mands us to walk in,not the way of Gods ſecret counſels, ( which if we knew, | 
were no longer ſectet) not the way of Gods immenlity, (which if it were in- | 
relligible by us, were not imm:nfiry) bur the way of his revealed will which 
is.that whenſnever the finner repenceth him of his finne, and amends his life, 
he ſhall have his fin blotted out and put out of Gods remembraxce, 1. e. for- 
given unto him and not till then : and to ſuppoſe he may have remiſlion be- 
tore ſuch repentance, isto ſuppoſe God perjured who {weares he ſhall nor, 
and to lay falſity to the charge of the whole Goſpel, which reſolves, Except 
ye repent, ye ſball all periſh. 

To all chis I might farther adde that Gods juſtifying the faithful man, 
is the approving his fidelity upon tryall of it, and fo acquiting him (upon a 
x or probation) from ſuſpicion of hypacriſte, pronouncing him faithful, 
or Eyangelically righteous, andupon that, owning him as a friend, entring 
into League with him, as might appeare by Gods juſtifying Abraham and 
calling him friend (in the ſenie wherein they are Chriſts friends, which doe 
whatſoever be commands them, ſo approve themſelves unts him) if it were + 
now ſeaſonable to examine thar buſinefſe, This being ſuppoſed, it would be 
moſt evident, that ſuch an a& of knowne deliberare finne commirted in time 
of tryall, is quite contrary to juſtification, even as contrary as Abrahams re= | 
fuſing to beleeve Gods promiſe firſt, or after to ſacrifice 1ſaac,you may ſup- 
poſe would have been. Of whichthe leaft that can be ſaid, will be this, that 
fuch a failing is a ſhrewd blemiſh to ſincerity, which will make it neceflary 
ſorhim thar is guilty of it, rurepaire his credit with God byexpreſling agreat 
ſence of his milcarriage,and by many future performances of conſtancy, and 
reſolution, if ever he Go to be approved, or/uſtified by bim. 

But now having thus far confirmed this, are ſo rather ſtrengrhned, then 
weakned the objeCtion, the next rhing I ſhall defire may be obſerved is this, 
that every non-remiſlion of a finne for ſome tim, every diſpleaſure of Gods, 
every not-imputing to righteouſnefle, is not anurer interciſion of juſtificati. 
on, 15 not a calling all the former forgotten finnes ro remembrance, for to 
ſuch onely an Apoſtacy, or continued falling away from God bcrrayes the 
foule. For the whole current of my life may approve my fidelity ro God, 
though ſon: one ation be very contrary to it : Nay ſecondly, a Fa- 
ther may b: diſplcaſed with his Sonne for ſome one fault, and yet 
nor difinherir him, nay upon farther provecaticn he may caſt him = 


| 
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of his family , and yet afterward rec:ive him into it againe, 

So that there are three degrees obſervable in this marter, firſt diſplea- 
fare, ſecondly wrath, thirdly fury. Firſt withdrawing of the Fathers tavour, 
ſuſpenſion of pardon, fo tis 1n caſe of any ſuch ſingle a& of finne pretently 
repented of conſidered before its retraftation. Second, caſting our of the fa- 
muly,totall intercifion of mercy for that preſent, fo tis in caſe ot ſuch fin per- 
ited in indulgently. Third,utrer finall irreverſible abdication, fo tis in caſe 
of finall obduration. 

This may be illuſtrated, 1, by a vulgar, then by an ecclefiaſticall reſem - 
blance. Among friends 1. there may be a marter of quarrell,diſlike diſplea- 
ſare,and one fricgd juſtly frowne upon the other,yea and keep foie diſtance 
from him,and be really angry with him, for ſome a of injury done by him, 
contrary to the lawes of friend{nip,which till he hath ſame way repaired,the 
friend may juſtly nor —_ him, and ſo abftcine for that preſent from the 
former degree of familiarity with him : bur then 2. the injurious friend may 
continue as injurious ſtill, and go on and perſiſt in that courſe of falſenefle 
or unfriendlinefle, and then the injur'd friend wholly forſakes his company, 
breaks off thoſe bands of friendſhip with him, yer ſo as that upen the others 
relenting and amending, he may yet againe returne to him, and fo that to- 
tall ſeparation prove no finall one, 3. there is, upon obdurztion or no man- 
ner of relenting , a finall irreverſible breach. 

The eccleſiaſticall reſemblance is that of the three degrees of excommuni- 
cation amvvg the Jewes, the firſt or loweſt, was #iddui ſeparation, not totall 
turning our of cither ſacred or civili ſociery, but remotion te a diſtance, thar 
theoftender ſhould nor come within foure Cubitrs of any other,and ſo be de- 
nyed the peace of the Church, and the familiar kind of communion, which 
cthers enjoy. Above this rhere was cherem which was a totall excluſion or 
difterminatien with anathemas or execrations joyned with ir, bur yer was 
act finall , then thirdly there was Schammatha giving up to deſtruion 
or deſolation, delivering up ro Gods comming in judgement , and that was 
irreverſible. 

Now for the full ſatisfying of the argument, (having alrcady ſhewed you 
the ſtare of this oftender in rcſpeR of juſtification) it will onely be neceflary 
to adde one thing more, that the ſtate of the ſame man as it reſpe&s ſanRiti- 
cation,is parallel and tully proportionable to the ftare as ir reſpeReth juſti- 
kc.tion, and ſo the obj: ion will quite fall to the ground. 

To the cleacing of which you muſt know that ſan&ification may be con- 
ceived in adouble notion : 1. as a gift of Gods, 2. aS a duty of mans, To 


* prevent miſtzke, this I meane, Ged gives the grace of converſion and ſan- 


Qification, and he that is cffetually wrought on by that grace, is converted 
and ſanRified, this is it which I meane, by the firſt notion of ſanRification , 
as it is a gift of Gods : Bur the man thus converted and ſanRhed, 3. e. thus 
wrought on and effectually changed by the Spirit of God, is bound by the 
Goſpl-law, tooperate according to this principle, to.uſe this talent, and this 
is called, to have grace, Heb.12.28.4.e.to make uſe of it to ihe purpoſe there 
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lingly, or well pleaſingly, 1» as God may and will accept) in righteouſy 
and godly ftare,according to the notion of Having in the parable of the ta. 


| lents, where tis ſaid that fo him that hath ſhall be given, 4, e. 10 him which 


makes uſe of the talent intruſted ro him, vperates accordingly, doth wha 
that enables him to doe, oftends nor againſt it by idlenefle,or by commiſliog 
of contrary finnes, which he that doth, is the 2on habens, he that hath ng 
there, from which ſhall be taken away,&c, And this having of grace is it 
which I mcane by the ſecond notion of tanctification, as it is a duty of mans 
which Iconceive is meant bythe Apoſtle, vhen he ſaith, this is the will of 
God, even your Santi fication, and be which bath this bope purifies himſelf 
and let 5 cleanſe our ſelves from all filthineſſes perfefting bolineſſe, all which 
places ſuppoſe the thing ſpoken of, ro be the duty of man which by the help 
of Chriſt /t7engthning him, he is able to pertorme, and ther: fore upon the 
ſuppoſicion of Gods working in him both to will and to doeto will, by ſanc. 
tifying, to doe, by afliſting grace, he is incircd and exhorted by the Apg- 
file,to work out his owne ſalvation. 

This being thus cleared, twill beeafily gramed in the ſecond place, thir 
every ſuch at&t of deliberate commiſſion as we now ſpeak of, is contrary 
to ſancrification in this latter notion, contrary to the duty of the ſancrified 
man, from which breach of duty it was,that we bound him before undef thar 
guilt, which nothing but repznrance could rid him of, and if you mark ir, 
chat is the onely thing which contracts a guile, the doing ſome» hat contrary 
t duty, and to the want of this ſecand notion of Sanctification ir is, the want 
of ſanciiti:d operations, which interpoſes any rubs in the buſinefle of our 
Juſtification, and nor ſo properly that wherein God uneſy was concerned, his 
not giving grace , guilt being Nill a reſult from finne, and ſinne being a 
breach of the law, a contrariety to duty and not to guilt; and though he 
that hath not received the gift of ſanciitication be nct juſtified, yet the cauſe 
of his non-juſtification then, is.nor,* in proper ſpeaking, Go4s not having 
given him grace to ſanCtite, (for that is but a negative thing, and cannct 
produce non- juſtification , v hich is in cfte&t 4 pohitive thing by interprera- 
tion, ſignifying condemnation, two negatives making an affirmative , non- 
juſtifying being non-remirting ot ſinne, and that the atuall imputing of it 
to cond:mnation) but the fines of his form:r and preſent impenitent un- 
{:nftified life. 

This alſo bcing thus cleared, I ſhall onely adde a third thing, and 
then conclude this matter, that in the ſame proportion that any ſuch aR of 
finne duth unjuſtifie, ir doth unſancrifie alſo, 3. e. ſhake and waſte, though 
not utttrly deſtroy, that ſanctihied ſtare that before the man was in, bile 
gift and grace of God, : 

For as there were three depgrocs of provocation in the matter of juſtificati- 
on, {© ar: there allo in thisot ſanciification, the firſt, grieving the Spirit of 
God, Eph.4.30.rcliſtirg it, rrafhing of God in his courſe of grace and boun- 
ty 2owarvs us, putting our ſclyes under n:ddui,as it were, in reſpect of Gods 
grace, as well as hs faycur, and {a weakning our ſtock of ſancrity, 
this the deliberate acc of finne may be thovght to doc, The ſecond, 18 
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quenching of the Spirit, x The/.5.19. putting ic quite our, 7«belling and vex- 


ing his boly Spirit, I. 63 . 10. a totall extinction of grace, the Cherem thar 


bong the preſenc curſe, or anathema along with it ; and this is not done by 
. one 


nor perliſtcd in, bur onely by a habit or indulgent courſe of fin ; and 
the third,is the deÞighting, or doing deſþight to the 5pirit of grace, Heb, 10. 


* 29, that which is proportioned to Schammathe , tha makes the finall it- 


reverſible ſeparation berweene us and Gods fanGtifying grace, the firſt 
did not wholly deprive the ſinner of all grace, no nor of ſufficient 
to enable to rep2n: ; the ſecond, did fo for the prefent 3 the third did fo 


finally al, , 
If you will now demand what are the efte&s ard conſequents of thar dif- 


* pleaſure of God, which this fingle a& of fin brags upon the oftender ; I an- 


ſwer, that I have in ſome meaſure anſwered that already, ſhewed you at the 
beginnung many lugubrious effe&s of it ; and it that be not ſufficient to ſa- 
tistic you, or to ſhew the non-remitlion ef ſuch linae till it be recrated by 
repentance, 1 ſhall then proceed one degree farther yergto tell you, 

That the method of Gods dealing in this calc (of ſuch fingle a&s of com- 
miſſion) ſeemzth by the Scripture ro be atter this manner. Upon any ſuch 
commiſſion, Satan is wont to accuſe that man before God, [ſuch or tuck a 
regenerate child of thine is falne into ſuch afin, and ſo: into my hands as the 
Iifor) then to defire, cr require ſolemnly ,to bave bim to winnow,by igfli&- 
ing puniſhments upon him,and Go4 yeelds many times t> this demand of Sa 
tans, delivers the offender up © him in ſome limized manner, 

To which delivering though temptations (or affliftions which ordinarily 
are ſignified by remprations in Scripture) are conſtantly conſequent, yer noc 
utter deſertion or withdrawing of —_—— allowing of ftr ſufficient to 
viftory,Jvrawy oY artls) xiv, ability to beare, 1. Cor. 10.13. wxCamy, paſ- 
ſage out of thoſe diſficultiesin that ſame place, gpx@eny xcew, ſufficient grace, 
2. Cor. 12, 9. and ailiſtanceof his ſaith, that it File net totally, (which is the 
importance of Chriſts having prayed for Peter, Luk. 22. 32. his interceſſion 
being a powerfull interceſſion ( as may appeare by his [Father, I knew that 
thou beareſt me alwayes, 10b. 11. 24] and ſo in cttc&, the obtaining from his 
Father, and atuall conferring on his Diſciples the grace which he prays fory 


And therefore iris obſervable, that as thoſe which are thus accuſed and de= ' 


manded by Satan are'generally ſuch as, were irnot for this preſent particular 


, commiſſion, would Jam both with God and him, for faichfull Diſciples,and 


d Chriftians,andtherforg do til rerain thar title (as appears by the word 
Thnedr, when Saran is called the accuſes of them, Rev, 12, 10. ygri 
duo ir, the accuſer of the bretheren,or the faithfull, ir ſcems they are faith» 
full till, though they have been guilty of ſome act, for which he thus accu- 
ſth them, and ſo he 1s called ap7il)u@- uufy,r Per.5.8. the plaintiffe orene- 
my gn ,of y0u.s, e. the elefF,rto whom he writes,c. 1.1.) fo the end of yeeld- 
Ing to Sarans requeſt indelivering them up to him is allo fatherly and graci- 
ous,{yz mud trn, that they may be diſciplined, or taught not to blaspheme, 
I TiW,I, 30. iy8 <y74@n , that be may be aſbamed, 2. Theſ. 3. 14. im 
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=— the Fathers ſo clearly reſolve it far better, and mare eligible to be deli. 


yered up to Saran, then to be delivered up to ones ſelfe, or ones owne affe. 
Rions or deſires; the firſt of them being the ordinary puniſhment of ſome 
aR, or as of finne on m_ to recall to repentance ; the ſecond being 
the great plague of ſpirituall deſertivn, inflited on indulgent continuers in 
fin rf of them a mark of their not-yer-rorall abdication, their continu. 
ance in ſonne-ſhip whem God thus chaſtens here, that he may not cendemne 
them with the world ; the ſecond, of ch:ir being cur off from that prerogas 
tive, whom God thus forſakes. 

To which purpoſe,of Gods dealing mercifully with his ſcrvants in caſe of 
ſingle treſpaſies preſently rerraſted by repentance, ({o farre as not to infli& 
any grand ſpirituall puniſhment upon them, ſuch as abſolute deſertion, or 
utter diſinherizon) I conceive an Image repreſented to us in Chrifts com- + 
mand to his Diſciples,how oft they ſhould forgive the rreſpaſſing brother, 
Luk.17.4.1f* be treſpaſſe againſt thee ſeven times a day,and ſeven times a day 
returne againe to thee, ſaying, I repent, thou ſhalt forgive ; where treſpaſſing 
ſeven times is a phraſe, for [how ofc loever he treſpaile] the word [| forgive] 
netcs the obligation to puniſhment without forgivencſl, and the —_— 

ity of 


the word [Repent] proportioned to every treſpaſſe, ſhewes the nece 

that condition to waſh off that guilt 3 and the word [Te] prefixt to that, 
argues the Repentance unavailable, it it containe nct twxirg init; upon 
which, forgiveneſle being there commanded, if we ſhall now adde that © 
place Mat.6.36. where Gods mercy to us 15 made the meaſure of our mercy 
to our brethren, the argument will come home to prove that God doth (6 
deale with us, andconſequemly that every ſuch a& of finne contraRsaguilr, 
which is never pardoned but upon repentance, that upon the ſpeedy perfor- 
mance of that duty the patient is preſerved from any heavy ſpirituall puniſh» 
menr,which would otherwiſe attend that fin. 

What wethave hitherto faid on this particular , will ſhew the danger of 
every a& of deliberate finae, and yer withall the d.fference berwixt ſuch 
ſingle as preſently retrafted by _—_— and the like p_ Or CON. 
tinued in. To which purpoſe it will be worth the while to behold whar we 
finde recorded of David, He, we know, had been guilty of ſeverall a&s of 
finne, markt and cenſured in the Word of God ; and ſome of them ſuch, '23 
for them he was in 2 manner delivered up to Satan t» be contumeliouſly 
uſcd (as he ſeemes toconceive from Shime:'s curſing of him, 2 Sam. 16.10. + 
For Shimei being an inftrument of Sarans incurſing, and Satan thereto per. 
mitted by God upon ſome crime, for which he had accuſed him to God, he 
there calls it, Gods ſaying ts Shimei, Curſe David,) And yet becauſe hecon- 
cinued not with —_— in any of them, (his heart preſently ſmiting him, 
as in the caſe of numbring the people, and recalling him to inſtant refor- 
mation) ſave onely in that concerning W#ri4h the Hittite (wherein it appears 
that he continued neere the ſpace of a yeere , from before the conception 
till after the birth of the child, as is cleare by the time of Nathans com- 
ming to him, 2 Sam.12.1,) tis therefore left upon record by God , Thar 
David did that which was right in the ſight of the Lord,and turned not = ; 
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from any thing that he commanded him all the dayes of his life, ſave onety im | "Ro; 


the matter of 8/iah the Hittite, 1 King.15.5. 3 
From whence although 1 thall not conclude, that God ſaw no other finne $ 67, 
in' David bur that in the matter of #/34aþ, (becauſe I know he ſaw and pu. ?Y* Te 
niſhe that of numbring the Pecple, and for that other though nor atted, yet 
delignedunder oath againſt N abat I Sam. 25. 22. Abigail diſcernes that 'it 
was a cauſclefle ſhedding of blood, and an a of revenge, v.31. (and ſo no 
ſmall finne in Gods fight) yer tis cleare, thar the fin in the matter of #.iab, 
that onely finne continued in for any long time, made another manner of 
ſeparation berweene God and David, contraRed another kind of guile, 
{and- was a farre greater waſter to conſcience) then any of thoſe other 
-— more ſpecdily rerra&ted fines did, was the enely remarkable yzrgoaf draw- 
- ing back , or turning afide from obedience ro God , the onely grand 
deteRion , ſhaking oft Gods yoke , and ſo the onely chaſme in his re- 
generate ſtate. : _ 
Theſe 4 Propoſitions being premiſed, whereof 3 were affirmative, and this 0.6 , 
laſt of amiddle narure, The reſt will be negative; As 
Fiftly, that Hypocrific is not reconcileable with a good conſcience, I mean 0.69. 
not Hypocrifie which confifts inthe concealing from the eyes of men the fins 
or frailti:s he is guilty of : ter ſuppoſing thoſe frailties to be what they are, 
z, 6. ——_—_ in them a guile proportionate to their nature, I cannot 
ſee why the bare deſire to conceale them from the eyes of men (ſeparated 
from the (ins or frailtics themſelves, and from any treacherous de nc in 
ſuch concealing) ſhould be rhoughe ro ſuperadde any farther degree of guile; 
when onthe other fide the publickneſle of a finne is an aggravation of it , 
makes irmore ſcandalous, andſo more criminous alſo. Ner againe doe I 
meane that hypocrific, which Om_y in any thought of the praiſe of * 
men (and the like) in our beſt ations : tor as long as we have fleth abour 
ns, ſomedegrees of this will goc neare ſometimes to infinuare themſelves , 
and then though they prove blemiſhes to thoſe beſt acrions, andby anticipa- 
ting the payment and taking it here before hand, robbe us of that heavenly 
reward hereafter which v otherwiſe be rendyred to us according ts thoſe 
works, yer ſtil being bur ſpors of ſ\ we mr Seay with a regenerate eftate, 
(as the ſtraw and combuſtible ſuperſtruction, is (in Saint Paul) compari- 
ble with the crue ſubſtantial! foundation, ) they will be reconcileable 
with good conſcience alfo, which is alwayes commenſurate to a regene- 
ur the lypoerify which T; fir hich G | 
ut ypocrily which I meane, is, firſt, thar which is oppoſite to (and $, 70. 
compatible eh Sincerity : firſt, the deceiving of men, witha — of 9 7 
piety, purting off the moſt Un-Chriftian fins,having no more of Chriftian:.. 
ry theft will ſerve to miſchieve others, 3, e. onely th= prerence of it to dif- 
= the poyſon of a bitter heart.Secondly the decciving of God, or thirdly, 
oewne foule,not dealing uprightly with cither, and nothing more coarra- 
ry then this to a good conſcienee. 
Secondly, the maimed nutilate obedience, the compounding betwixt God 9.7 Is 
and Saran, the Samaritanes fearing the Lord and ſerving their owne Gods, 
D 2 Joyning 
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joyning others with God, and paying to them a reſpe& equall or ſuperiour 
ro that which they pay ro God, ſerving Mammon and ' God , or Mammen 
more then God, Or 
.Thirdly, whe formall profeſſion, the 34ug or outfide- garbe of Godlineſſe, 
nat joyning the inward, but making amcer pageant of piery , dcnying the 
er thereof, Or 

Fourchly, che hypocriſy ofthe wiſher and woulder, that could wiſh he were 
better then he is, could be well pleaſed to dye the death of the righteous , to 
have all the gainfull part , the revenue and crown of a good Conſcience, 
bur will not be at the _—_ of a © eras life ; Or 

Fifcly, the hypocriſy of the partiall obedient , that is gggowmai; of 
duty, ak a eaſy, Incnth, plyable doftrines of Chriſtianity , the 
cheap or coſtlefle performances, the azo? evorferray, will ſerve the Lord 
his God of that which cofts him nothing, will doe ſome things that have no- 
thing contrary ro pailions ingenerall, or particularly to his paſſions , like 
Herod that could heare lohn Baptiſt g/adly, be preſent at as many Sermons 
as he could wiſh, (and many the like painlefle performances) but when the 
weightier matters of the law exp:& to be taken up alſo , cannot ſubmit to 
ſuch burthens. Or ; 

Sixthly, the hypocriſy of the temporary, which abſtaines onely as long as 
the puniſhment 1s over his head, and awes him to it, or as long as he meets 
with no temptations to the contrary; both which what place . A have in the 
death-bed repentanee even when it is not onely a forrow for finne, but a re- 
ſolucion of amendment alſo, I leave it to be conſidered. Or 

Severchly, the hypocriſy of thoſe which commir cvill that good may come 
of ir, who venture on the moſt Vn Chriſtian fins for Gods glory , accept the 


- perſon of the Almighty, doe injuſtice for his ſake, or rather ſuppoſe him im- 


potent, and tetch'in the Devill or their owne vile Juſts to relerve and afliſt 
God,ot w homthe Apoſtle pronounceth their damnation is juſt, Rom.z.8. Or 

Laſtly, the hypocriſy of him which keeps any one cloſe undepofired finne 
upon his ſoule. Theſe are cach, of them contrary t5 ſome part of the ground 
of good Conſcience, to the foundation of Chriſtian confidence , ſome to the 
ſincerity, ſome to the reſo/ution , and ſome to the obedience , *ymzor in all, 
and ſome to the perſeverance which is abſolutely necefliry rv the good Con- 
{cience. 

A fixth Propoficion is , that a ſupine wilfull courſe of negligence and 
ſloth, whether in duties of mans particular calling pr mor: eſpecially in the 
duties of the generall calling as we are Chriſtians , that finne of dunNie, is 
not reconcileable with a good Conſcience , ( Omiſſions bcing deftrudtive, 
ſuch they may be as well as commiſlisns) whether ir be omiſſion of the per- 
formance of morall or Chriftian precepts(Chrifts improvements of the Law 
in the.Sermon on the Mount, being net onely as Counſclls,but precepts ob- , 
Fgarory to Chriſtians) cr whether it be onely the wilfull ſupine flothfull 
negleCting the meanes of knowledge, ſuchas are agreeable to my courſe of 
life : Or the negleRing to make uſe of thoſe meanes which are neceflary to 
enable me ro get our of any finne: (One aR of which nature was by _ 
note 
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noted and cenſured in his Diſciples, Their not faſting and praying to caſt out 
that Devill that world not 0;herwiſce be caſt out.) Or the not avoyding ſuch 
occaſions which are apt to betray me t9 icz Suchats as theſe, ate (as Chriſt 
faith to thoſe Diſciples aRts of faithleſneſſe and perverſeneſſe, Mat. 17, 17, 
and coſequzntly the continued courſe of them contrary co the tinceriry ot <en- 
deavour, and {o unreconcileable with a good conſcience. 

The ſeventh Propoſition is, that all habituall cuſtomary obdurare finning 
is unreconcileable utrerly with a good Conſcience. I adde the word [ Obduy- 
rate ] which ſignifies the hardning of the heart againſt the knowledge of the 
wruch, againſt exhortations, againſt threats of Gods word, againft checks of 
naturall Conſcience , or illuminations of grace , againſt reſolutions and 
yowes to the contrary, for this will make any habit certainly unrecencileable 
with a good Conſcience ; Whereas it is poſſible thar ſome Cuſtemary fin- 
ning may be through ignorance of the duty, and that ign:rance if it be nor 
contraed by ſome wiltulncfle of mine may be matterof excuſe to me , and 
ſo reconcileable with a good conſcience by force of the ſecond Propofition. 
But the obdurate holding out againſt Gods ſpirit , either knocking for ad+ 
mittance but not opened to, or checking and reſtraining from fin after cor.- 
verfion,and not harknedto,refiſting all Gods methods of working on us and 
fill reſolutely walking aftcr the fleſh, this is by no means reconcileable with 
a guod conſcience, nay nor any habit of fin fimply taken (for tha is exclu= 
five of the habit of piety neceflary to the good coſcience) unlefle it have thar 
authentique plea of faultlefſle Rm roexcuſe it, 

The eighth propolit on is, that any deliberate preſumptuous a& or com- 
mi:Tion of any lin, againſt which damnation, or not inheriting the Kingdome 
of heaven, is pronounced in the New Teſtament,being not immediately re- 
traced by repentance, humiliation ,and all the efteRs of godly ſorrow, 2 Cor. 
7.11. is wholly unrecuncileable with a good conſcience. Such are Gal.5.1g. 
Adultery, fornication, uncleanneſſe, lsſcrviouſneſſe, (foure diſtin degrees of 
inccntinence) Idolatiy, witchcraft, (two degrees of impicty) hatred, wvari- 
ance, emulation, wrath, ftrife, ſedition, hereſies, envyings, murthers, (nine 
degrees of the pride of life, oz that other branch of carnality flowing from 
Iv1udg, or the iraſcible faculty) drunkenneſſe, revelling, (the y forvs of intem- 
perance) and ſuch likezand the ſame with ſome variation and addition, x Cor. 
6.9,10. and Eph 5.5. Every one of theſe at the very commiſſion have the 
nature of peccate ſauciantia, wounding the Sinner to the heart , letting our 
a great deale of good blond. and vital! ſpirits, and weakning the habic of 
Chriſtian verrue, of peccata clamantia,crying lins,the voice of cor ſcience ſo 
wronged by them, calling to heaven for judgement againſt ſuch oppreflours, 
or pzrhaps Saran carrying an accuſation thither againſt ſuch offenders ; and 


*If upon this they be not ſtraight rerrafted by an earneſt contricion, humili- 


ation and repentance, they then-preceed farther to be (any one a&t of them) 
peccata vaſtantia conſtientiam,Sins _— & deſpoiling the conſcience, be- 
traying to ſome ſadder puniſhment,even delertion,and withdrawing of grace, 
anddelivering up to our ownhearts luſts, a conſequent of which are all vile 


afteRions, Rom.1, and that gg mpg, curſing, Heb.6.8, 
D 3 Juſt 
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Juſt as it was the manner ct the Jewes Judicatures. He that was puniſhed 
by their 173 ſeparation or dgoeazues (not permirted to come neare any man 
within fourc cubits) if he did nor thereupon ſhew and approve his repen« 
trance within. the ſpace of rwo monerths, on that comumacy was then ſmirten 
with their O14 the anathemarion or execration , and fometimes caft | inry 
priſon, So is Gods dealing with the finner remaining impenirent for ſuch- a 
ſpace, ſibſtraſtion of Gods grace and ſpiric, the curle of the Goſpel is* his 
ortion. 
y For the clearing of which truth yet fattherr , twill be obſeryable that the 
danger that ariſes from one finne of the firft magnirude, againſt which the 
ſentence is pronounced, that they whoare guilty of fuch, ſhall never inherir 
cternall life, is or may be to him thar after the knowledge: of the truth relap- 
ſes imto ir as great as that which is incurred by many leller finnes, or by a re- 
lapfing into a generality of impure lite, and therefore the remaining in that 
one finne, will be as unreconcileable with a regenerate eſtate, as the remai. 
ning in many other, and proporcionably one adt of ir as noxious and waſt- 
ing to conſcience, as apt to provoke God to withdraw his (| pirit, as many a&s 
ot thoſe lefier fins, and though newer any fingle at cither of lefler or prea- 
ter finne in a fincerelover of Chriſt, preſently rerrafted, Cas ir will b: if he 
continue ſo) doth fo grieve, as to quench Geds ſpirit utterly , ſo provoke 
God, as to make him wholly withdraw his grace and tctally deſert him ; yet 
if that one fin te continued in, favoured and indulged to, either by multiply- 
ing more a&s of it,or by no: expreſſing rep:nrance for it by all thoſe means 


which the Apoſtle requires of his inccſtuous Corinthian, or which arc na. . 


med as cfieRs of godly ſorrow,z Co7.7.11, this direfull puniſhment of defer. 
tion is then to be expeRted as the reward of any one ſuch finnz , and from 
thence will follow any impoſſibility fer that man ſo diſerted ever to return 
to repentance again, Gods ſpeciallayde, which is now withdrawne , being, 
abſulucely neceflary to that. 

Where yer of thoſe, that thus remain in any ſuch fin, there is ſome diffe.. 
rence ; For ſome thar ſo remain in linne; doe ſo remain that they defire ner 
to get our of it, hate to be reformed;others rhoughenſnared ſo in fin that they 
cannot get our, yetare very earneſt and ſollicitous ro find out ſome means ty 
break through and cſcapeour of thoſe ſnares, and then this latter fate of ſoul 
though ir be nor ſufficient ro give claime or right to mercy, (the viftory over 
the world, the atuall forfaking of all fuch fins being neceflary to thar, and 
not only our wifes that we were viRtoricus)ycr4$ it a nearer and more hope- 
full capacity of the grace cf repentance, more likely to be blefled by the re- 
turning of Gods ſpirit enabling to repent , then that former ſtate of con- 
temptuous conrinuers in the ſame fin appeares to be. 


For though in both theſe ſtares there is no repenting without Gods new 


ifr of grace, and no abſolute promiſe that God will be fo gracious to ſuch 

| ob, yer there is a place, 1 Toba 5. 16. which ackeoa lags derweene 

finne unto death, and finne not unto death (both of them ftates of impeni- 

asthe two latter degrees of excome 

munication did among the Iewes, Cherem and Scammatha both noting _ 
| t 
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tall ſeparation, bur the larter a finall alſs, and by the compoxition of the 


. 
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word nes ypog or deſolation, giving up the sinner © divine venge- 


ance, 2s hopelctle or contumacious, in reference to which the phraſe is here 
uſed, a sinne unto death, whetcas the other, of impenitence , not arrived to 
that deſp-rate contumacy, isa Rate of curſe under cberem and axatbeme, but 
not unto death yet} and allowesthis privitedge tothe prayers of faichfull men 
for others, that f on hall obtain hife for thoſe that have ſinned not unto death, 
where that [the not being to death] cf a sinne, is to be taken notfromthe 
marter ofthe sinne, bur from the diſposition of the Sinner , and fo from this 
deiring to get out , though he rcmain in it, or ſomewhat anſwerable tothar, 
might, if any doube were made of it,be proved as by other arguments ſo by 
putting together the peculiar uſc ofthe word dyagmeyey in that Autheur, for 
abiding and continuing in sinne, and the no extenuation that ſuch abiding, is 
capable of (fo farre as romake one ſuchabiding fo much lefle then .anotfer 
ſuch abiding, as that one ſhould be called {55 Suyamy, the other not) ſave 
only this of wiſhing and heaving and labuuring to ger out, (wLich ſuppoſes 
ſome remainder of exciting, though nor of SanRifying ar ailiſting grace) 
while! the other goes on without any care or love or dexare of reformation. 

Andrbough ſtill there beno promiſe thar ſich a relapſt unreformed $in- 

ners prayers ſhall be heard tor himſeife upon that bare desire to get our, 
which his praying for grace will ſuppoſe (there being no ſuch promiſe of 
grace to the relapft perſon upon his prayer , as there 1s to any elle) yer it is 
cleare from that place of Saint Toby, that this priviledge belongs ro the pray- 
ers of other fairhtul} penitents, for ſuch a more modcrate degree of unfairth- 
full impenirents upon their —_ God will give fe to ſuch, i. e. ſucha 
degree of grace as ſhall be ſufficient to enable thera to recover back to repen- 
tance, of which being = them upen the others prayers, if they make uſe, 
(as infallibly they will if they were and continue to be really ſollicicous to 
get out of that oy they ſhall undoubtedly {ive crernally. 

The practice of which doctrine of Saint Tobas thus explayned, you ſhall ſee 
every where in the ſtories of, or canons for the pznitems , where they that 
for any finne of Eccleſiaſticall cognizance were excommunicated, did return 
to the peace of the Church, (an image of the peace of (od) by ſeverall de- 
grees, of which the firſt was, ro ſtay and oft Iye without the Church deores, 
and in the portch at houres of prayer ; and defire thoſe that retained the 
honour of being accounted Faithfull and ſa had liberty to go imtothe Church, 
to pray to Gud for them. Whigh as the ſecure ſupine negligent impenirent 
was not likely to doe, ſo was he not to expe@rhe benefit of it, nor the Chri- 
Ran brother obliged to pray for him, though yet by Saint Tobus [| after ixul - 
Ys bg 1 ſay not of thator concerning that ſtate of ſinne that he ſhall pray} 
I am not convinced that ir were unlay full ſo ro doe. 

By all this thus ſet and bounded with its due limitations, the truth of my 


\ eight Propoſition will appeare, otrhe unreconcilcablenefle of ſuch preſump- 


tous as of ſuch branded finnes unretratted,with a regenerate eſtate or good 
Conſcience, as being indeed quite contrary to cvery part and branch of the 


premiſcd ground of a god Conſcience, ir 
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COT OT OR _ 
». To which all that I ſhaft add: :s- onely this, chat he that tenders b Fo 
comforts of this life, ;, e,of 2 Good Con/ctence, will be: ſure never to commies 
deliberarcty and preſumpruouſly, or having by ſurreption fallen,n:ver to ly? 
downe or continue one minuir unhumbled unreformed in any ſuch finne, ay Y 
which thar dircfull fare is by Chriſt or his Apoſtles inſcribed [ſhall nownhe- 5 
ritthe Kingdome of heaven] where yet as I thall nor aſfirme tharn al 
ſubject us rothar danger bur thole which are there ſpecified, ( for there wag 
ded and ſuch like,and other fins there may be commirted with the like deli 33 
ration and preſumption ,an4 fo as contraryto Conſcience) ſo ſhail I not ſay -$3 
'tharall that comme any one ad of any of theſe wichoutthar deliberation and 
preſumprion, or that are preſen ly by their own heart ſmitten and brought tg 1 
repentance for them, ſhail incur that danger ; for the words ggg'oryr; and 
i&y745, the doers and commirrers of them fignific the deliberate commirting *% 
all indulgent yeelding to them, contrary t9 which the uſe of farreprion v8 
the time and the inſtant ſubſequent retra&tation of them (by contrition{+ conw #* 
fellion, forſaking ,and reinforcement of greater care and vigilance for the.fu- 
wre) will be ſurc meancs to deliver fromehat _— . | 
Whereto yet this caution muſt be annext which may paſle for | 
A ninth Propoſition. Thartthe frequency or repericion of any ſuch as after 
ſuch contrition and reſolution is an argument of the unfincerity of that tors 
trition,cf rhe deccavableneſle of rhart pretended greater care , and {o a ſymp 
rome of anill conſcience, as the ſpreading of the skall or leprofie after x te 
Prieſts inſpe&ion is ſuſhcient xo pronounce the patient uncleane, Levit.4 3: 
and as that diſeaſe in the relapſe may be mortall which at firſt was nor, 
Other more particular niceties I confefle there are, the diſtinguiſhing of 3 
which might be uſefull for ſome mens ftates, and help diſabuſe them bark 3 
out of an erroneous and a ſecure, yea aad an oyer trembling conſcience. Bue* 
becauſe that which, would be thus proper co one,being laid down in common, | 
or caſt into rhe lottery, might kave the il] hap to be drawn by him to whom? 
it is not proper, (as that payſick which would purge out a diſtemper | from! 
one,wil breed a weakneſle in anotheryand becauſe no wiſe man ever though 
fitto take lawes our ofgeneralirics,I thall reſolve ratherto obey ſuch reafopw? 
and to be directed by ſuch examples, not to deſcend to particulars, then roi 
in danger firſt of tempting the Readers patience, rhen of interrupting has 
peace. a 


F; 
W444 


fy: 


” 


0 
*. 


Pray for #4, for we truſt we have a good Conſcience, in all things wi þ- 
ling to live honeſtly. Hgb. 13, 18, | —-+Y 
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